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If you are a regular reader of our School Sisters of Notre Dame eNewsletter, you may
notice something new in this month’s edition. We are pleased, at long last, to give a
name and identity to this publication, now titled, “Together in Mission.”

This name was a purposeful decision. “Together in Mission” honors the relationship
between sisters and the many associates, former students, donors, family members,
friends, and ministry partners who join in our mission. Whether through action, support,
or prayer, the contributions of everyone connected to SSND are an essential part of the
stories we tell each month.

We decided to add a subtitle as well: “all are welcome”—as a genuine invitation to all
who share in the spirit of SSND to join alongside sisters as they continue in their
missions of education, social justice, service to others, and spiritual guidance.

We hope the new title and subtitle feel like a call to engage, as well as an embrace.

We are glad you are here with us, learning our legacy, discovering our ministries, and
sharing our stories. Thank you!
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An invitation into inspiration: The wood-carved
works of Sister Mary Ann Osborne

After 13 years as an elementary school teacher, a chance encounter at a woodcarver’'s
booth at a Festival of Nation’s event sparked a new interest for Sister Mary Ann
Osborne. She purposefully pursued the technical skills needed for her craft, as well as
sought guidance on how to successfully instill genuine feeling into each piece. Taking
inspiration from the Gospel, nature, and her experience as a School Sister of Notre
Dame (SSND), she estimates she has completed some 2,000 significant works of wood-
carved sculptures and wall-hangings over the course of the last 40 years. This summer,
approximately 20 of her pieces are being featured at a gallery exhibit titled, “Connecting
with Source” in Madison, Wisconsin.

Be Inspired
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Notre Dame of Dallas Schools leadership rooted in
SSND spirit

Dr. Caroline O’Brien, Ph.D., is the president of Notre Dame of Dallas Schools. Founded
by School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) in 1963, the school serves students with
intellectual disabilities. More than 60 years later, the influence of SSND lives on in the
ways the school teaches and supports students, engages with the community, and
through the spirit of SSND embraced by the school’s leadership.

Said Caroline, “I fell in love with the school, certainly with the student body. But then the
mission of the sisters, | felt like that had been my mission statement my whole life—but
better said. It was that God sees each of us and we are created and designed in His

image. It's our privilege to make sure and ensure that each student grows to become all
that God intends them to be.”

Discover More

In mission with MORE

In Season 6: The Mission Continues,
Episode 6: “MORE: Helping Immigrants
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Thrive,” we welcome Jane Rydholm,
Executive Director of MORE. MORE is
an affiliated SSND ministry that
provides support to the wider St. Paul,
Minnesota, refugee and new immigrant
community. Jane discusses how MORE
empowers their students to thrive by
providing language skills and access to
support services, while offering a place
of connection and community. Enjoy
this episode and please share any
comments or questions at

A well-deserved recognition

Notre Dame School of Milwaukee, a
sponsored ministry of SSND, recently
held its major annual fundraising
celebration. As part of the festivities,
Sister Jean Ellman received a
Distinguished Service Award for her
ministry at the school. Over the years,
she successfully brought her
experience in bilingual education and
Hispanic ministry to the roles of
teacher, principal and interim president,
as well as helping guide the school’s
ongoing growth. From a 5th grade class
of just 26 girls, the school now
encompasses three campuses, serving
over 760 students.
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Share a message with
sisters

Eighty sisters across the Central Pacific
Province are celebrating their Jubilees
this summer. We invite and encourage
you to take a moment to send a free
eCard to a sister in this year’s class of
Jubilarians to let her know you are
thinking of her and sending your best
wishes! The cards are free to send from
our website. There are four designs you
can select from and customize with
your own special message. lItis an
easy and meaningful way to join in
Jubilee!

Send a Card

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Jean Schmid, June 2, 2026
Sister Joanne O'Connor, June 13, 2026
Sister Maria Regina Paulino, June 13, 2026

Sister Vincent Maria Balajadia, June 21, 2026

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be August 5, 2025.
For past issues, visit our clNewsletier Archives.
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