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Nun Buddies fosters friendship and fun through the shared
spirit of SSND

The concept of Nun Buddies is straightforward enough: pair students from
Notre Dame High School (NDHS), St. Louis, with sisters. Through a monthly
lunch and planned activities, genuine friendships are made, and both sisters
and students learn and celebrate the special common connections they
share. Students and sisters alike have fully embraced the program, and it is
one of the more popular club offerings at the high school.

“"These young women are receiving wisdom, prayer and a perspective they
might not find anywhere else,” said Marla Wokurka, campus minister at

NDHS. "It is truly a beautiful and unique opportunity with benefits to both
the sisters and the students.”

Learn More
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Prayer, presence and action in Minnesota

From snowy sidewalks and streets to the Federal Building and a packed State
Capitol, School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) in Minnesota have been
showing up in support of their neighbors and communities during recent
tumultuous times. Through witness, prayer, protest and service to others,
Sister Kathleen Storms reflects on some of her recent experiences, writing in
part, “I have learned again that unity is not an abstract ideal. It is lived in
small acts of courage, in shared tears, in prayers whispered at dawn, in the
simple decision to show up. Community is the gift of this time. And in that
gift, I find hope.”

Find Hope
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Blessed

Feast Day
2026

Feast Day invites celebration of Blessed Theresa’s life and
legacy

“United and content with little, we go out into the whole world, into the
tiniest villages, into the poorest dwellings, wherever the Lord calls us, to
bring poor children the good news of God'’s reign.” (Letters of Mary Theresa
of Jesus Gerhardinger, No. 144)

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, foundress of the School Sisters of
Notre Dame (SSND), died May 9, 1879. Each May 9, we celebrate her Feast
Day and use the occasion to remember and honor her and the immeasurable
impact she made on the world. From her earliest days as a gifted teacher,
she followed the call to religious life and ultimately built a new congregation
dedicated to the education of women and young girls. Through her enduring
faith, strength, thoughtful guidance and love, School Sisters of Notre Dame
would bloom and grow, reaching new shores and inspiring generations of
women to enter into and continue its legacy.

Learn More
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News from Rome

Near the end of March, Pope Leo XIV
met with the presidency of the
Leadership Conference of Women
Religious (LCWR) during their annual
trip to Rome and the Vatican. This
meeting included LCWR President-
elect and Provincial Leader of the
SSND Central Pacific Province, Sister
Debra Sciano, SSND. Together, they
discussed a shared concern for
immigrants, how to foster
understanding in polarized
communities and the role of women
in the Church. Photo credit ©
Vatican Media

Summer art show

This summer, the artful works of
Sister Mary Ann Osborne will be
featured in a special gallery
exhibition. Titled “Connecting with
Source,” 15 of Sister Mary Ann’s
carved wooden pieces will be on
display at the Church Gallery of Our
Lady Queen of Peace Parish in
Madison, Wisconsin. The show runs
from May 2, 2026 to July 26, 2026,
during normal building business
hours, daily 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Consider a visit if you are nearby!

Be Inspired
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Spring Appeal
2026

Supporting sister needs

As the School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) transition to smaller
communities, technology is vital for
connection, prayer and mission. For
retired and aging sisters, it enables
participation in meetings,
celebrations and daily community
life. Even in their 80s and 90s, they
remain engaged and committed.
Your gift provides devices, training
and access—ensuring our retired
sisters remain connected with
opportunities to continue advancing
the mission.

Give Today!

Discovering vocations

In this episode, we welcome two
members from our North American
Vocations Team (NAVT), Sister Carol
Jean Dust and Laurie Lindauer, who
walk us through what vocations
means from a religious and life
standpoint. They also explain the
culture of vocations and the mission
of NAVT when approaching
conversations with young people
about their calling. Enjoy the
episode, and if you have comments
or would like more information on
podcast topics, contact
communications@ssndcp.org.

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Camille Szydlowski, April 2, 2026
Sister Andrea Marie Freude, April 2, 2026
Sister Alice Zachmann, April 9, 2026
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Sister Carol Jean Nishke, April 14, 2026
Sister Karen Marie Thein, April 29, 2026

View Obituary page

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be June 3, 2026.
For past issues, visit our
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