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Please share a brief reflection on a

ministry experience that was especially
meaningful to you and why.

I enjoyed my teaching experiences at all
the schools to which I was assigned.
One that stands out was St. Joan of Arc
School, St. Louis, with a creative group
of teachers and a supportive principal.
My partner teacher and I were the two
sixth grade homeroom teachers. My
partner teacher was a creative teacher
who made the Middle Ages come alive
for the students. I helped execute her
creative idea of a Middle Ages feast
with the proper costumes, food,
dances, coat of arms, etc.

The students loved the feast which

made us very happy.
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Ann B. Coleman
First Profession - June 23, 2001

“In eighth grade at Holy Rosary School, I read ‘Running
Waters,’ the story of Josepha Friess, later Mother Caroline
Friess. When I returned the book to our classroom library,
our eight grade School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND)
teacher, Sister Antonilde Grawe asked if I would like to
follow in her footsteps. I immediately said, ‘Yes.” The fact
that the younger SSND on the faculty played softball did
not hurt my decision.”

Sister Ann earned a bachelor’s degree in American Studies
from the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis, and a
master’s degree in elementary education from North Texas
State University (now University of North Texas), Denton,
Texas.

In the earlier days as an educator, Sister Ann could be
found teaching middle and upper grades for elementary
schools across Louisiana, Missouri and Texas. Of these, her
longest-tenured role was at St. Joan of Arc, St. Louis. Upon
leaving St. Joan of Arc, Sister Ann spent a few months in
preparation for her next ministry, teaching in Africa. From
2009 until 2014, Sister Ann was a teacher at Notre Dame
Girls Senior High School in Sunyani, Ghana. Her main
focus was English and leading the English as a Second
Language reading lab. She continued on at the school an
additional four years in an office assistant position.

In 2018, Sister Ann returned to the United States for a
period of ministry discernment in St. Louis and sabbatical.
By September of 2019, she was on her way to Ghana once
more, this time to the city of Accra. In this new location,
she took on a new role, working with database and archive
materials for SSND Province of Africa. She remains in
Accra, continuing this ministry today.

Looking back on her first profession, she recalls, “The
special memory which comes to my mind is the fact that my
mother and seven siblings were in attendance at my
profession in the Sancta Maria in Ripa chapel. My
experience as a SSND has been a very happy experience.”
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