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Called to Action podcast expands season and evolves topics

Mark your calendar. The 2026 season of Called to Action will launch on
Wednesday, January 14. Called to Action is the podcast of School Sisters of
Notre Dame Central Pacific Province (SSNDCP) and delves into timely and
topical issues of focus and concern for SSND. Sister Jan Berberich and Adam
Schicker once again take up their cohosting duties from last season and will
welcome the voices of different expert guests from across the province. With
an updated and expanded schedule, discussions will respond to current
events and concerns of SSND through the lens of advocacy and action.

Plan to Listen
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“FOLLOW THE STAR.
RISING IN YOU;

IT WILL CERTAINLY
LEAD YOU TO
JESUS: -

" BLESSED THERESA OF JESUS
- GERHARDINGER

Welcoming challenges and changes

With the blank slate of a new year, the possibility of new connections, new
opportunities and a renewed eagerness for the notion of what “could be”
often enters our minds. Considering new endeavors is a first step, but the
follow-through is where real change takes place.

Sister Sue Menshek, now entering her 68th year as a School Sister of Notre
Dame (SSND), knows something of taking risks, embracing opportunities and
finding joy through the challenges of transition. Time and time again, she has
taken on new ministries, lived in new locations and found the courage to try
something new.

“My favorite words of Blessed Theresa are ‘Follow the star, it will lead you to
Jesus,’” said Sister Sue.

Consider where “the star” may lead you in the new year.

Keep Reading
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Registration is open in Dallas

Our third Women'’s Leadership
Luncheon of 2026 will take place
Wednesday, March 25, in Dallas.
The Dallas luncheon brings together
Dr. Caroline O’Brien, Ph.D.,
President of Notre Dame of Dallas
Schools and Lydia Torrez,
Advancement Consultant for St.
Cecilia Catholic Church and School.
Together, they will seek to inspire
and empower attendees on the
theme of women as educators. Join
us for a day of shared learning and
community.

RSVP today

An evening of celebration

Whole Kids Outreach (WKO), an
affiliated ministry of School Sisters
of Notre Dame, recently held their
annual gala. Sisters Carol Jean Dust
(left) and Susan Renner (right) each
received a Champions of Children
award from the organization, and
Sister Anne Francioni (center) was
honored with a $15,000 check from
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau to be used to advance the
work of the ministry.
Congratulations to all!

Find out More
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Moving on to ministry

In the latest Unscripted: Real stories
from SSND, Sister Gladys Courtade
shares how the School Sisters of
Notre Dame (SSND) community
helped her through her recovery and
aided in accomplishing her dream to
do ministry work in Guatemala.

Be Inspired
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Thank You
With gratitude and thanks

Thank you to all who so generously
donated to the School Sisters of
Notre Dame as part of our recent
#GivingTuesday and Year End
Appeal efforts. We appreciate the
generous gifts, kind thoughts and
hopeful prayers of all those who
share our mission. If you missed
either of those opportunities and
wish to contribute, donations can
still be made.

Make a Difference

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Rosaleen Krebs, December 3, 2025

Sister Lucy Vehige, December 10, 2025
Sister Kenneth Marie Kozal, December 10, 2025

View Obituary page
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Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be February 4, 2026.
For past issues, visit our
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