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Donors share special support for sisters and the mission

“[Through these gifts] I would hope sisters who are still active can continue
to affect people and the world with their work,” said Mary Rothfork, who
through her family’s foundation, is a member of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) Mother Caroline Society. "And I hope anyone who has been
positively touched by the teaching of SSND realizes that their commitment to
a lifestyle of simplicity means that they need a boost as they enter their
retirement years.”

Named after Mother Caroline Friess, the trailblazing North American
Foundress of SSND, members of Mother Caroline Society commit to a higher-
level gift in support of the sisters and their work throughout the world.

With sisters active in 20 states and multiple countries, major gifts help to
amplify the message, mission and ability of sisters to respond to the needs of
the day. In addition, these gifts ensure care for sisters in their retirement
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years, honoring their legacy and lives lived in love for God and others.

Learn More

Online evening prayer connects young adults with SSND

In the United States, National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) is
celebrated each November. NVAW is a time to highlight and promote
vocations to ordained ministry and consecrated life and renew our prayers
and support for those who are considering a vocation.

To promote vocational discernment, personal connection is imperative.
Generally, it is most effective face-to-face.

However, in 2020, when COVID restrictions prevented in-person events, the
vocation team made an intentional pivot from in-person to virtual gatherings.
Since communal prayer is important in the lives of sisters, they decided to
pray together one evening a month via Zoom and also invite young adults
into their prayer space. This began a monthly online evening prayer for
young adults which is still going strong today.

“"We have some participants who have been praying with us for several years
- our regulars,” said Sister Carol Jean Dust. "But then every month we also
welcome *first timers’. Some return often; others return occasionally, still
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others maybe not at all. However, we are grateful for all who pray with us as
they deepen our communal prayer, and that is always a gift.”

Find Out More
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From School Sisters of Notre Dame Associates

A moment of gratitude in a month of Thanksgiving

“Being an associate and my association with School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) continues to fill me with unconditional love from not only the
associates but also from the sisters. My heart is forever grateful for the bond
of friendship.”

From across the country and even across the Pacific, we invited a few of our
associates to reflect on the ways they have witnessed gratitude or fostered
gratitude in their own lives because of their connection to SSND.

Mark your calendars
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Join us in St. Louis

On Monday, March 2, 2026, the first
in our series of 2026 Women's
Leadership Luncheons will launch in
St. Louis. Illustrating the theme of
“Women as educators in all we are
and do,” keynote speaker, Jennifer
Bardot, MA, MS, will share life
lessons for Growth, Resilience,
Integrity and Tenacity to empower
learning. The event is free, but
registration is required.

On Tuesday, December 2, SSND will be
participating in #GivingTuesday, a
global day of charitable giving. Your gift
this #GivingTuesday will ensure each
sister is supported physically,
emotionally and spiritually and can
continue to serve the mission laid out by
Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger
in 1833. We are grateful to Ann
Kampeter for her generous $25,000
match, doubling the impact of your gift.

Plan to Give

UNSCRIPTED

SREAL STORIES FROM S

Sharing their stories

In the latest Unscripted: Real stories
from SSND, Sister Kathy
Schmittgens shares what the SSND
mission means to her and how it
applies to all of us. A new
Unscripted will be shared on
Facebook each month, watch all
these real stories from sisters! You
can find more SSND videos by
visiting our website.
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Register Today w

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Mary Joan Gmeinder, October 5, 2025
Sister Mary Louise McKenna, October 14, 2025
Sister Georgiann Wildhaber, October 17, 2025

Sister Mary Jane Tanaka Shizuko, October 24, 2025
Sister Joyelle Proot, October 31, 2025

View Obituary page

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be December 3, 2025.
For past issues, visit our
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