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What advice or words of wisdom

would you want to share
with others?

It was not easy for me in pursuing
my college education. I had some
very caring teachers and classmates.
I have always told my students that
found it hard in school, “Don’t give
up! You can do it.” I made up
games or songs just so they would
learn. One time I wore a card
around my neck that said 7x8=56.
The kids asked me why? I said,
“This is a hard one to get, so |
thought if you saw it enough you
might remember.”
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Sister Susan Bicgert

First Profession - July 30, 1966

“I was privileged to have the School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) as teachers at my St. Joseph’s grade school.
I looked at other sister communities in my state before
graduating high school, but it was the SSND being a
teaching order that drew me to them.”

Sister Susan earned her bachelor’s degree in American
studies from the former Notre Dame College in St. Louis
in 1968 and immediately entered into her ministry as a
teacher. For the next three decades, she could be found in
classrooms in Missouri, Illinois and Nebraska, while also
earning a master’s degree in education from Clark
College, Dubuque, lowa. During summers, she worked
with SSND residing at Villa Gesu, a former nursing home
for retired sisters. “I worked in the kitchen, art room, and
1* floor nursing. This was another gift in my life. They
gave more to me than I to them.”

In 1999, she made her way to South Dakota to embark
on what would become a long-term and impactful
ministry. “A ministry experience that was meaningful and
special to me would have to be the call to serve and teach
on the Pine Ridge Reservation with the Lakota Sioux. I
worked there for 23 years both in the school (Our Lady
of Lourdes) and in the parish (Christ the King). I grew as
a sister and learned a lot about what you can do if you
just let go and let God. I met, lived and worked in a
different culture and took on different roles, which I will
treasure forever.”

After leaving Pine Ridge, Sister Susan moved to York,
Nebraska, to serve as a religion and social studies teacher
at St. Joseph Catholic School. She retired from this role,
and her 57 years of teaching, in May 2025. Today, she
remains in York, where she is a volunteer in various
places around the community.
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