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“I will never forget how special my final vow celebration was! It
was held at the parish church where I was teaching. My students
did a liturgical dance and the parish choir I belonged to led the
music. Having my family, friends and School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) present with the parish community provided a
strong support to the commitment I proclaimed that day.”

The ministries of Sister Patricia, or Sister Patty as she is better
know, often focused on education, art and/or spirituality, and
all were based in her home state of Wisconsin. Sister Patty
earned her bachelor’s degree in education and master’s degree in
art therapy from Mount Mary College (now University),
Milwaukee. 

From 1976 until 1991, she was a classroom teacher in schools
around Milwaukee. She then moved into a variety of art therapy
ministries. Starting in the mid 1990s until 2021, she was a
teacher at her alma mater, Mount Mary University, in the
graduate art therapy program. For much of that time, she also
served as a part-time art teacher at Notre Dame School of
Milwaukee. She was a coordinator for the SSND International
House of Studies from 2011-2021, helping to form community
with SSND from Africa and Guam who were studying at Mount
Mary University. Her role was to be a supportive presence as
each of the women adjusted to their new life as a student in an
unfamiliar place. 

For the five years between 2019-2024, Sister Patty facilitated
women’s art therapy support groups for the Hmong American
Friendship Association. In 2019, she also started her work as a
facilitator of Contemplative Art Sessions with the organization
COSEW (Contemplative Outreach of Southeastern Wisconsin). 

Sister Patty now resides at Trinity Woods, Milwaukee, where
she leads “Paint ‘n Sip” art classes, as well as Contemplative Art
sessions. She continues to serve on the Board of Directors for
Notre Dame School of Milwaukee and the Provincial Assembly
of the Central Pacific Province. She enjoys quilting and has been
honored to have her works exhibited multiple times. 
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What advice or words of wisdom
would you want to share? 

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke wrote,
“Be patient towards all that is

unsolved in your heart and try to
love the questions themselves . . .

And the point is, to live everything.”
I have carried this quote in my heart
since my novitiate days and offer it

as wisdom for living a full and
meaningful life.

 

In one word or brief phrase, 
describe your experience 

as a SSND. 
More than I could have asked

 or imagined. 
 
 

https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/share-a-story?utm_source=profile-story&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026
https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/send-an-ecard?utm_source=profile-ecard&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026
https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/honor-a-jubilarian?utm_source=profile-honor&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026

