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What advice or words of wisdom
would you want to share?

Be open to the Spirit and always
be kinder than necessary.

Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?

My Silver Jubilee trip to Europe,
including visiting many SSND
heritage places and Mother
Theresa’s burial place.

It was obvious we were on
Holy Ground.

Sister Patricia Gehling
First Profession - July 17, 1966

“Growing up I always wanted to be a teacher. In grade
school, I had wonderful, happy, strong, dedicated teachers
who were School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND). I wanted to
be like them!”

Sister Patricia entered into her ministry as an SSND as a
teacher, first for Blessed Sacrament in Waterloo, Iowa, and
then St. Stanislaus, Winona, Minnesota. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in English from Mount Mary College (now
University), Milwaukee, in 1973. From 1972 until 1974, she
was an assistant administrator for Shakopee Area Catholic
Schools, Shakopee, Minnesota. This set the stage for what
would ultimately be a nearly four decade-long career in
elementary school administration.

Her first full-time administrative role was twelve years with
Immaculate Conception-St. Joseph in Gilbertville, lowa,
(1974-1986). During this time, she earned a master’s degree
in elementary education from Mankato State University,
Mankato, Minnesota. She then dedicated 13 years serving as
an administrator at St. Pius X in Rochester.

In 1999, she left the Midwest and made the move to Arizona,
where 16 other SSND were ministering. She served briefly as
a substitute teacher for the Phoenix Catholic School System.
From there, she was principal at St. Thomas the Apostle
(2000-2008) and St. Theresa School (2008-2011), both in
Phoenix. She left Phoenix in 2012, moving to Scottsdale,
Arizona, and started as a liturgical ministry coordinator for
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish.

As of 2018, she lives in Mesa, Arizona, where she works as
coordinator of liturgical ministries for Christ the King Parish.

“One of the components of the position is funeral ministry. It
continues to be an honor and blessing for me to walk with
and be present to families as we prepare and then celebrate
the funeral liturgy of their loved one.”
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