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Is there a special memory you

would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?
Many experiences and happy
memories enter my mind as [ write
this. The one that I want to
especially say is gratitude. [ am
grateful for my many blessings over
the years, and for my education
and for 56 years of classroom
teaching. Each day was filled with
surprises and I loved it. My days
have changed now, but are still
filled with many blessings.

Sister Miriam James
Schmucke

First Profession - August 3, 1956

For more than 50 years, Sister Miriam James was a
teacher to students in Missouri, Illinois and California.

As she made her first profession, she also entered into
her first classroom role as a teacher for Immaculate
Heart of Mary grade school in St. Louis. As she
concluded her ministry at Immaculate Heart of Mary
in 1961, she also completed her bachelor’s degree in
theology at the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis.

From there, she moved across the river to Belleville,
Illinois, for eight years teaching at Blessed Sacrament.
From 1969 until 1971, she would serve as both an
administrator and teacher at St. Henry in Belleville.

The first half of the 1970s were divided between
postings at St. George school in Linn, Missouri, and
St. Peter grade school in Jefferson City, Missouri.
During this time, she also earned a master’s degree in
elementary education from Southern Illinois University
-Edwardsville, Edwardsville, Illinois.

In 1976, Sister Miriam James was missioned to
California and a 13-year ministry teaching at St. Helen
in Fresno. She taught one year for Our Lady in San
Diego and then moved to Pico Rivera, a city located
just outside of Los Angeles. From 1990 until 2008, she
was a teacher at St. Hilary in Pico Riviera. She
ultimately remained at St. Hilary until 2019, serving
as a coordinator of their chapter program and offering
her time as a volunteer around Los Angeles.

Sister Miriam James now lives in Whittier, California,
where she serves in prayer and presence.
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