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Born in Appleton, Wisconsin, Sister Maxine has spent the
entirety of her ministry as a School Sister of Notre Dame
(SSND) serving in her home state. 

“When I was in third grade, a sister mentioned to me that
I would become a sister, and that thought was kept in my
heart.”

Sister Maxine fulfilled that thought, entering the SSND
from Milwaukee while a student at Mount Mary College
(now University), Milwaukee.

She began her first ministries with a series of teaching
roles from 1957 to 1976, at St. John, Oshkosh; St. Peter,
Bever Dam and then Corpus Christi in Milwaukee. She
then moved into elementary education administration
positions until the early 1990s. From 1992 until 2000, she
divided her time between two parishes in Appleton - St.
Joseph and St. Mary - as the coordinator of religious
education. Following a sabbatical, she found a new
ministry focus at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Mount
Calvary, Wisconsin. She spent 11 years there as a
community leader and administrator, also enjoying the
opportunity to help with cooking. 

“I was a part-time cook at Mount Calvary for five years.
The lay cooks were so helpful that I enjoyed preparing the
supper meals. I learned to work with the different diets of
the sisters and learned a lot about what food scraps went
to the pigs and then to the chickens.”

At the conclusion of her time at Mount Calvary, Sister
Maxine moved to Notre Dame of Elm Grove, Elm Grove,
Wisconsin. She resided there from 2012 until 2021, and
participated in various community service activities. 

Today, she lives at Trinity Woods, Milwaukee, in a
ministry of ongoing prayer, presence and service to others. 
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What advice or words of
wisdom would you want to

share with others?
 Put all in God’s hands and do
what one can do to carry out

God’s work. 

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience 

as a SSND. 
God always prepares us ahead

of time for what the future
holds for us. 
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