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Please write a brief reflection on a
ministry experience that was especially
meaningful to you and why.

With God’s help and guidance, I found
my home in the ministry of education for
seven years as a teacher and for 39 years
as a principal. The community we created
in the schools I ministered in mirrored
that of our SSND community.

As I collaborated with the parents,
students, teachers and staff, there were
many meaningful experiences, but one
that stands out is the gift of community
that we developed. Prayer, collaboration
on all things and respect for one another
and our differences was our way of
building a Christ centered climate and
culture in the schools. I am thankful to
have been a part of the development of
these school communities and for the
collaboration that made our schools the
special places they were.
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Sister Marygay Lawrence

First Profession - January 4, 1976
Born in St. Louis, Sister Marygay has dedicated her life to
service, education and community building within the Catholic
Church, particularly in the St. Louis area. Her journey of faith

and commitment is rooted in a deep connection to the School
Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND).

Sister Marygay’s path to religious life began in Belleville,
Illinois, where she attended Cathedral grade school and the
Academy of Notre Dame High School.

"I was drawn to the spirituality of the sisters as well as their
commitment to education and the sense of community I
witnessed and was a part of.”

After attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE)
for a year and a half, she entered the SSND community in
January 1973. She transferred to the former Notre Dame
College, St. Louis, and completed her bachelor's degree in social

science following her first profession in 1976, and graduated
in 1977.

Known as Sister Mary, she began her ministry at Our Lady of
Lourdes in Washington, Missouri, teaching junior high math
and science from 1977 to 1984. She then returned to

St. Louis and began a significant 19-year tenure as an
administrator at St. Aloysius School in Spanish Lake. During
this time, she furthered her own education, earning a master’s
degree in elementary administration from St. Louis University.

Her administrative roles continued through various school
consolidations in the Spanish Lake area: she served as
administrator for St. John Neumann School for five years
(starting in 2000) and then led Christ Light of the Nations
School for 15 years.

When Christ Light of the Nations closed in 2020, Sister
Marygay transitioned from education administration to parish
ministry. Today, she serves as the parish evangelization
coordinator at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Bissell Hills,
Missouri, continuing her lifelong commitment to faith and
service.
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