2026 Jubilee

(pierafing 60 gears

Is there a special memory you

would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?
Nine days with Loyola High
School students at San Lucas
Toliman, Guatemala; a short
week with Loyola students at
Fort Yates, North Dakota; and
a week of Service with SSND
Mankato sisters and staff in
New Orleans 18 months after
Katrina opened my eyes to a
world beyond South Central
Minnesota. Memories of those
experiences are still strong
today.
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Sister Mary Kay Ash
First Profession - July 17, 1966

“Through the example of all my School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) teachers, as well as through the
encouragement of aspirant-classmates, I found the idea of
becoming a sister more attractive. I also had interaction
with postulants, many of whom had been students at Good
Counsel, and saw that they were happy with their choice.”

Sister Mary Kay earned her bachelor’s degree from the
former Notre Dame College, St. Louis, in 1968 and
immediately entered into a ministry of teaching. She
started out at Notre Dame Junior - Senior High School,
Cresco, Iowa, and then moved on to St. Peter and Paul,
Loretto, Minnesota. She had a lengthy tenure at

St. Michael, Morgan, Minnesota, where she served as a
teacher and administrator for some 16 years. From 1991
through 2006 she was a teacher at Fitzgerald Middle
School, part of the Mankato Area Catholic School system.
Five of those years (1993-1998) were spent as part-time
Fitzgerald teacher and part time administrator at All Saints
School, Madison Lake. In 2006, she undertook a new
ministry focus, serving as archivist and AV coordinator for
Our Lady of Good Counsel provincial house until 2011,
and then for the Mankato campus of the Central Pacific
Province until 2023. She currently serves as the local
archives contact and database coordinator in the SSND
Mankato office.

“My ministry experiences are connected and have led me
to where I am today. Early involvement with computers in
education at St. Michael in Morgan turned into a full-time
computer class position at Fitzgerald Middle School in
Mankato. This experience, along with a strong interest in
history led to a combination archives and audio-visual role
at the Good Counsel Provincial House. And that brings me
to my present focus on the preservation of SSND history
and presence here in Mankato.”
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