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Sister Mary was completing her bachelor’s degree in
American Studies from the former Notre Dame College, St.
Louis, at the time of her first profession. By 1968, she was
embarking on an education ministry that would go on to
span decades and include teaching primary level students,
special education students and adult learners. 

“I used my special education skills in teaching elementary,
GED and adult education classes. I learned to share my
delight and concern for my learners and my own
humanness.” 

The first 14 years of her ministry consisted of back-to-back
placements in schools in Missouri and Illinois. She taught
special education at St. Mary’s Special School, St. Louis; 
St. Philip, East St. Louis, Illinois; and St. Joseph’s Vocational
Center, St. Louis. She was also a primary teacher for St.
Martin of Tours, Washington Park, Illinois; St. Philip, East
St. Louis, and Notre Dame Elementary School, St. Louis.

The 1980s included time for sabbatical and personal renewal,
as well as ministries in community service in the St. Louis
area. She also earned a master’s degree in religious education
from Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska, in 1980. 

In 1989, her focus became adult education, and she served as
an adult education teacher for various locations in St. Louis,
including Parkway School District, Southside Gateway
Center, St. Louis Public Schools and the County Justice
Center. She was a tutor for the Immigrant and Refugee
Women’s Program from 2002-2003 and an Adult Education
and Literacy (AEL) teacher from 2002 until 2007. 

Sister Mary participated in ministry to the aging for a few
years at Clinton Manor, New Baden, Illinois, alongside work
as a spiritual director. In 2012, she moved to Alton, Illinois,
offering her time as a volunteer for various locations. 2014
brought her back to St. Louis, where she ministered in
volunteer services. Since 2025, she has been residing at The
Sarah Community, Veronica House, Bridgeton, Missouri in
prayer and presence.
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What initially drew you to the
School Sisters of Notre Dame?
I was drawn to the sisters who
were teaching special education

classes and the joy of the sisters. 

What advise or words of
wisdom would you 

want to share?
Remember to show humanness

and care for others.
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