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What advice or words of
wisdom would you want to
share with others?

Don't be afraid to try
something new.

If it is God's will for you, he
will supply the necessary grace
to accomplish.

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience

as a SSND.
Exciting!
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Sister Francine Rathouz

First Profession - August 3, 1956

“I was drawn toward School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) through my teachers at Saint Wenceslaus grade
school. I admired them as teachers and as sisters to one
another. I often stayed after school to help them in the
classroom. I wanted to be like them.”

From that initial inspiration, Sister Francine went on
to be a teacher and education administrator for
schools in Texas, Louisiana, Missouri and Illinois.

Following more than 30 years in these education-
focused ministries, she spent six months in service at
Villa Gesu, St. Louis, a former retirement community
for sisters. From there, she headed west, teaching in
Indio, California, for one year, and then a six-year stint
at Sacred Heart in Rich Fountain, Missouri.

The 1990s brought her back to Villa Gesu in a
leadership role until its closing, followed by seven
years spent at The Sarah Community, Veronica House,
Bridgeton, Missouri.

“I found it a great ministry to be working with our
sisters who were on their final journey. There were
many trips to the hospital and praying at a sister's
death bed. To be with someone living in this world,
and then passing into eternity at the next second I feel
was a great privilege to experience.”

From summer 2007 to fall 2008, Sister Francine
volunteered at Catholic Center in Jefferson City,
Missouri. She moved to St. Louis, in 2008,
participating in community service from Sancta Maria
in Ripa. As of 2021, she lives at Veronica House in
Bridgeton, Missouri, in prayer, presence and service.
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