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Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?

My memory is of all the sisters
who shared community with
me over the 70 years. Through
thick and thin we made it! I
have learned so much from all I
have shared community with
me other the years. Loving
challenges have helped me
mature into a “seasoned”
mature woman religious
women. Thank you!

Sister Mary Delbert Weisensel
First Profession - July 11, 1956

“My parents were both educated by the School Sisters of
Notre Dame (SSND). As I reflect, I believe that it was their
love and respect for the sisters that nurtured my call to
religious life. Or, it may have been enhanced by the cookies
we received when Mom took Christmas and Easter gifts to
the sisters as ‘us kids’ tagged along. I only knew two kinds of
sisters — my great aunt who was a nurse in a Franciscan
Community and School Sisters of Notre Dame. I knew
nursing was not for me, so SSND was a natural calling.”

From 1958 through 1976, Sister Mary Delbert held a series
of teaching roles in the upper Midwest. She was a primary
grade teacher for St. Peter and Paul in Milwaukee;

St. Margaret of Scotland, Chicago; Our Lady of Lourdes,
Rice Lake, Wisconsin and St. Michael, Hewitt, Wisconsin.
She was then a principal at St. Nicholas, Freedom,
Wisconsin.

In 1976, she was missioned as principal at St. Jerome in
Phoenix. The school was struggling and she recalls, “I felt a
deep calling to the situation. Out came all I knew that might
get us to ‘become one’ using the skills of the faculty members
and the few parents who were on the school board. I found
ice breakers, baked cookies, developed prayer experiences,
made meetings interesting and fun, cleaned the office and
entry and said a lot of prayers. I left the school after nine
years because I felt I had given all I could give. At the
Western Catholic Education Accreditation, it was noted that
there was a unity of oneness among the teachers, staff,
parents and the parish with a strong Faith Community
evident.”

Sister Mary Delbert continued in administrative roles for
other schools in Arizona and also ministered in the Diocese
of Phoenix Marriage Tribunal as an auditor and advocate for
two years. She was Councilor for the Dallas Province from
2002 until 2011 and then worked in donor relations and
volunteer activities for Notre Dame Schools of Dallas for five
years. In 2017, she moved to Milwaukee, where she currently
resides in prayer, presence and service at Trinity Woods.
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