
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 JubileeBorn in the city of Agana, on the island of Guam, Sister Mary
Bernard was only 19 years old when she made the journey to
Milwaukee in 1956 to enter the School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND). She started out as a student at Mount Mary College
(now University), Milwaukee, and then began her first teaching
ministry a year later at St. Mary in Menasha, Wisconsin. 

In 1958, she made her return to Guam and began teaching
fulltime, first for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School
and then St Francis Catholic School. She returned to school
herself from 1964-1966, earning bachelor’s in mathematics
and history from Maryknoll College in Quezon, Philippines.
With her degree completed, she made her way back to Guam
and resumed teaching roles once again at both Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Catholic School and St Francis Catholic School.
In 1970, she became regional councilor for Notre Dame
Regional House in Talofofo, Guam. 

Sister Mary Bernard continued in multiple educational and
administrative positions across Guam and the Caroline Islands.
From 1987 until 1992, she served in multiple roles for
Notre Dame Regional House, including supervisor of schools,
resource person, regional councilor and ministry to families.
From 1992-1995, she was an administrator for San Vicente
Catholic School, Barrigada, Guam. Bridging her ministries at
Notre Dame Regional House and San Vicente, she served as a
director of justice and peace.  
 

Sister Mary Bernard worked another 15 years as an educator,
mostly in Guam, but with stints in the Marshal Islands and
Caroline Islands. She was a principal, teacher, tutor and
coordinator.

In 2018, she moved from Guam to the mainland U.S., to enter
into a ministry of prayer and presence, first at Notre Dame of
Elm Grove in Elm Grove, Wisconsin, and a year later, to Our
Lady of the Angels, in Greenfield, Wisconsin, where she resides
today. 

Sister  Mary Bernard
Unpingco

Share a
 Story

Send an
 eCard

Honor a
 Sister

First Profession  -   July 10,  1956

2026 Jubilee
Celebrating 70 years

Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you

celebrate your Jubilee?
I was the representative of the

Archdiocesan Justice and Peace
with the 17 Island Nations in

the South Pacific. 
I was greatly enriched and

formed friendships with the
different island peoples. It was
truly a growing experience to

relate with them. Indeed it was
challenging and rewarding at

the same time.
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