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What advice or words of
wisdom would you want
to share?
Never be afraid to ask questions
and live into “both/ and.”

Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?

The repetitive surprises of when
in giving retreats, workshops or
consulting moments, men and
women of all ages “discovered”
the beauty of themselves as
loved unconditionally by God.
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Sister Marilyn Wussler
First Profession - August 3, 1956

“I was taught by School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) in

St. Peter’s grade school, St. Charles, Missouri. More powerful
than that, however, was helping my dad harvest vegetables
from his garden and taking them to the sisters at the convent. I
still recall the shock one Saturday when we arrived at the
convent. I found one of the sisters washing her hair outside in a
pewter bowl. I remember suddenly realizing my teachers were
‘real’ people.”

With a bachelor’s degree in English from the former Notre
Dame College, St. Louis, Sister Marilyn spent nearly the first
two decades of her ministry in education. This included years
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Louis; St. Francis Borgia,
Washington, Missouri; St. William, St. Louis; Althoff Catholic
High School, Belleville, Illinois; St. Mary of the Pines,
Chatawa, Mississippi and her alma mater, Notre Dame
College, St. Louis. Over the course of these years, she also
would return to school herself and earn a master’s in
psychology from St. Louis University, St. Louis.

Starting in 1977, she began to put her education in psychology
into practice. She served as a psychologist in Illinois,
Washington and Missouri throughout much of the 1980s and
1990s. She recalls finding special meaning during five years
spent at the Personal Growth Center in Spokane, Washington,
where she ministered with women who had sustained serious
losses and others recovering from trauma, including emotional
and sexual.

Marilyn worked with two other sisters from 1983 through
1986 to begin what evolved to Personal Development in
Community (PDIC) in the former St. Louis Province. Her role
was forming the Spiritual Development Council which existed
along with the Education Council and Ministry Commission
for many years. In 1999, her ministry focus turned to full time
spiritual direction for independent agencies in St. Louis. She
continued in this ministry until 2014. For the years between
2016 and 2023, she was a volunteer in the St. Louis area where
she lived. Today she remains in a ministry of prayer and
presence from her residence at The Sarah Community,
Veronica House, Bridgeton, Missouri.
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