
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 Jubilee“I knew I wanted to be a sister since I was a child. As a
family we prayed together each evening with the rosary and
shared a meal prayer and were blessed before going to bed. I
was taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) and
had relatives in the order. The sisters were great teachers
who were very creative in teaching.” 

For more than 30 years, Sister Marie Rose was a teacher,
administrator and director of religious education for
students in her home state of Wisconsin. During this time,
she earned a bachelor’s degree in math from Mount Mary
College (now University), Milwaukee, as well as a master’s
degree in religious education from St. John’s University,
Collegeville, Minnesota. 

In 1996, she embarked on a new ministry focus, working as
a pastoral associate for St. Peter and Paul parish in
Weyauwega, Wisconsin. She continued at St. Peter and Paul
until 2007, while also adding in pastoral minister duties for
Sacred Heart parish in Manawa from 2000 until 2007. 

“As a sister living in the rural area, I was invited to respond
to needs as they arose. I always responded with a pastoral
heart. When I did prayer services at various assisted living
and nursing homes, I also played my accordion which was
an added joy either before or after prayer.” 

Following a sabbatical, Sister Marie Rose once again
embraced a pastoral minister role, this time for Notre Dame
of Elm Grove, Elm Grove, Wisconsin. She served in this
position for more than a decade.

From late 2021 until summer of the following year, Sister
Marie Rose participated in various volunteer service
activities at Trinity Woods, Milwaukee, as well as the larger
Milwaukee community. Since 2022, she has served as a
community leader for fellow sisters living at Our Lady of the
Angels in Greenfield, Wisconsin. 

Sister  Marie  Rose 
Van Deurzen
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2026 Jubilee
Celebrating 60 years
What advice or words of wisdom

would you want to share? 
Every day is a blessing. The most

important thing is to listen to God,
family, community, nature and

each individual with a grateful and
joyful heart. 

Be present in the moment. 
 

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience 

as a SSND. 
All my experiences opened new

opportunities and choices.   
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