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What advice or words of
wisdom would you want to
impart to others?
Surprises have been pretty much
a part of my religious life!
Having to make fresh starts is
always a bit difficult. But then
the new experience begins to
bear fruit and I find another
reason to praise our God. This
is our life-movement; to die and
to rise to a greater life.

Sister Marie DelLourdes
Larcnte
First Profession - July 10, 1956

From her first profession until 1981, Sister Marie
DeLourdes’ ministry was based in education, both as a
classroom teacher and administrator for schools in
Michigan, Indiana and Wisconsin. She earned a bachelor’s
degree from Mount Mary College (now University),
Milwaukee, and a master’s degree in administration from
University of Detroit, in her hometown of Detroit,
Michigan.

In 1981, she was appointed to the secretarial staff of the
School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) Generalate in Rome,
Italy.

“When I was called to serve as general secretary of our
congregation in Rome in 1981, [ was surprised to say the
least. Though I have always tried to be attentive to God’s
call, this call was beyond any call I had received in the past.
However, with God’s grace, I was ready to do His Will.
My ten years as general secretary were years filled with
much joy, blessings and international experiences for
which, I will forever be grateful to God and to my
congregation.”

Returning to the U.S. was a double homecoming of sorts,
as her next ministry placed her at her college alma mater,
Mount Mary University. From 1992 until 2005, she was an
associate registrar at the school. She next served for a brief
time as a client service assistant at Marquette University,
Milwaukee.

In 2008, she moved to Notre Dame of Elm Grove,

Elm Grove, Wisconsin, devoting her time to prayer and
service to her fellow sisters. In spring of 2021, she
transferred to Our Lady of the Angels, Greenfield,
Wisconsin, where she currently resides in a ministry of
ongoing prayer, presence and service to others.
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