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2024 JubileeFor 57 years, Sister Marie Blanche was a teacher,
primarily in her hometown of St. Louis.

At the time of her first profession, she was still a
student at the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis,
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in English.

Her first assignment as a School Sister of Notre Dame
(SSND) was teaching one year of junior high at 
St. Charles Borromeo in nearby St. Charles, Missouri.
She then headed to Mississippi, where she taught for
three years at St. Alphonsus in McComb. 

From here, the rest of Sister Marie Blanche’s ministry
as an educator would be divided between two lengthy
tenures back in St. Louis. The first was 24 years
(1961-1985) at Rosati-Kain High School. During
these years, she would also earn a master’s degree in
drama from Marquette University, Milwaukee.  

She went from the all-girls Rosati-Kain to a posting at
the all-boys DeSmet Jesuit High School. Sister Marie
Blanche was a full time teacher at the school for two
decades. After that, from 2005 until 2015, she
continued on at DeSmet as a part-time teacher. 

“[A ministry experience that was especially
meaningful was] teaching high school for 54 years
and seeing young girls and boys grow into men and
women. I loved it when a boy’s face would change
expression when a story or poem touched him
personally.”

Upon her retirement from the classroom, Sister Marie
Blanche has maintained a ministry of volunteer work
for various places in the St. Louis area, where she still
resides. 
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Celebrating 70 years

In one word or brief
phrase, describe your
experience as a SSND.
Wonderful support and

friendship.

What advice or words of
wisdom would you want

to share?
Trust in God’s providence. 
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