
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 Jubilee“When my parents arrived in New Orleans from Cuba,
Sister Caroleen Hensgen and as many sisters that fit in the
car came to the airport to welcome them. I was a student at
Redemptorist High School in New Orleans, and I, as well as
all the Cuban students, were welcomed with a lot of love
and care by the School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND). I was
deeply inspired by the testimony they gave us and desired to
be like them!” 
  
“My first assignment was the primary grades at Holy
Rosary School in San Antonio, Texas. The community was
welcoming and wonderful. The sisters, who had a lot of
experience, showed me all I needed to do to be a successful
teacher.”

Sister María Elena remained at Holy Rosary for five years,
and then went on to serve as a teacher, administrator and
pastoral minister across Texas, New Mexico and Arizona
for the rest of the 1970s and 1980s. 

In 1990, her ministry took her to Dallas, where she would
remain for the next twenty years. She served in ministry to
the Hispanic Community for the Diocese of Dallas, was a
director of religious education for Santuario de Guadalupe
Cathedral and a pastoral associate for St. Edward's Parish.
In 2001, she was elected Provincial Councilor for the
former Dallas Province, a position she held until 2011. In
2011, she continued in her Provincial Councilor role, but in
St. Louis, as part of the newly formed Central Pacific
Province. 

Sister María Elena made her way back to Texas in 2016,
where she continues to serve as director of faith formation
for the Amarillo Diocese. 

Sister  María  Elena 
Ferrer-López
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2026 Jubilee
Celebrating 60 years

What advice or words of
wisdom would you want 

to share?
To welcome and respect

everyone as I and many Cuban
teens were welcomed and helped

at Redemptorist High School 
by the School Sisters 

of Notre Dame. 
 

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience 

as a SSND. 
 Inspiring! 
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