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Is there a special memory
you would like to share as
you celebrate your Jubilee?

After teaching for 35 years,

I was given the opportunity

to help sew in the
Liturgical Fabric Arts
Department.

This was something I had
wanted to do for a very
long time. I loved it. My

joy was that for 19 years

I was helping to decorate

the Lord’s house.
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Sister LaVerne Kleinheider
First Profession - August 2, 1951

At the time of her first profession in 1951, Sister
LaVerne was already serving as a teacher at St. Joseph,
East St. Louis, Illinois. Other than two brief stints in
community service, from that first teaching position in
1951, all the way up until 1988, Sister LaVerne
dedicated herself to a ministry of education.

From St. Joseph, she moved to St. Peter, Belleville,
Illinois for more than ten years, teaching at the
primary level. In 19635, she headed to Cape Girardeau,
Missouri, and a few years spent at St. Mary. She
returned to East St. Louis in 1969, teaching at Holy
Angels.

Starting in 1976, she returned to Missouri for a series
of primary level teaching assignments, including,

St. Charles Borromeo, St. Charles; St. Joseph,
Kimmswick and St. Clare, St. Clair.

In 1998, she retired from her many years in education
and began a new ministry at Liturgical Fabric Arts,
Sancta Maria in Ripa, St. Louis. All told, she lent her
talent and creativity with sewing to this ministry for
nearly two decades, first in a full-time and then a part-
time capacity, from 1988 until 2007.

She continued to reside at Sancta Maria in Ripa until
2011, offering her time in community service activities.
From 2011-2023, she was a resident of The Sarah
Community, Veronica House, Bridgeton, Missouri,
ministering in prayer, presence and service. Since 2023,
she lives in The Sarah Community, Anna House,
Bridgeton, Missouri, in continued prayer and presence.
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