|

2026 Jubilee

(Jpirafing 60 geass

What advice or words of
wisdom would you want
to share?

Be willing to risk finding
God in new places with new
faces and needs. Know our

deep interconnectedness with
God in all life.

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience

as a SSND.
A loving adventure.

Sister Kathleen Storms
First Profession - July 17, 1966

“I remember the loving leadership I experienced with Sister
Josine Winter who was principal and superior on my second
assignment at St. Andrew, St Paul, Minnesota. I was new to
teaching junior high science. She trusted that my creativity
would be a gift to the students. She went with us on short field
trips to the nearby Como Park where we experienced science

in the woods or with the ducks in the lake. I did not have my
teaching degree yet but she was a steady support and guide.”

Sister Kathleen soon earned her bachelor’s degree in education
from Mount Mary College (now University), Milwaukee, as
well as a master’s degree from Duquesne University,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. From those first teaching roles, she
moved on to become director of novices for the former
Mankato Province, Mankato, Minnesota, from 1976 to 1982,
followed by director of vocations for the Archdiocesan
Vocation Office in St. Paul, Minnesota, from 1982 to 1989.

The next chapter of her ministry evolved to areas of spiritual
direction and rural ministry, including seven years as co-
director at the Center for Earth Spirituality, Mankato. In
2003, she was elected to a leadership position on the
provincial council for the former Mankato Province. She spent
a year as a retreat program coordinator in Kingstree, South
Carolina. From there she spent 2011 to 2017 as the director
of Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat, Wheatland, Iowa.

“The retreat center was an oasis in the middle of corn and
soybean fields. The tranquility of the grasses and small pond
was a source of healing and connection with creation and with
the retreatant’s Holy Presence, no matter what their faith
history was. We managed a large garden and picked wild
berries that restored body and spirit.”

2018 took her far from Iowa, to Rome, Italy, where she
served as a council member at the SSND Generalate. She
returned home in 2021 and now ministers in spiritual
direction, as well as contributing to Laudato Si’ efforts for the
province and the Laudato Si’ Movement Chapter of
Minnesota. Land Justice Futures expands her work to extend
our care for Creation to indigenous peoples.
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