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What advice or words of wisdom
would you want to share?
“Where love, there is God and
where God, there is heaven — in
our hearts, in our homes.” Blessed
Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience
as a SSND.

Educate always with a

global vision!

Sister Kathleen Koenen
First Profession - July 30, 1966

Sister Kathleen was a student of School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) for the entirety of her elementary and high
school career, an experience which made a lasting
impression.

“I was attracted to the enthusiasm and kindness of the
sisters, but I did not think about being a sister until I went on
a retreat as a senior. One of the sisters who accompanied us
asked if I ever thought about being a sister. I answered
quickly no, and I don’t want to be one. That one question
never went away. It kept coming back. Finally, I went to an
SSND friend and talked about it. Once I mentioned the idea
out loud, I knew. It was right. God had led me and continues
to do so every day.”

The first 15 years of Sister Kathleen’s ministry were spent in

classrooms across Missouri, Illinois and a stint in California.
After a few years as an administrator for the former St. Louis
Province, she returned again to teaching. 1991 brough a new
opportunity, and she served on the Provincial Council for the
former St. Louis Province. Her leadership skills were further

recognized when she took on the role of associate director of
education for Belleville, Illinois, from 1999 to 2008.

From there, she would move on to a ministry which she
recalls as especially meaningful. “The project was providing
tutors for children of immigrant families in Catholic schools
in St. Louis. God touched my soul and heart in a deeper way
than I had ever been touched before. I learned so much about
the gift of a smile and a welcome. Each child and their family
had a story. I wanted to know and understand it all. I went
beyond my comfort level to find funds to provide for the
program. God can speak through a word you don’t
understand or a food you never ate before. We are all one in
our God and worthy of love.”

Sister Kathleen remains in St. Louis, and continues in
volunteer work with English-learning programs. She also
serves as a testing center supervisor at Notre Dame High
School, her alma mater.
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