
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 Jubilee
Sister Karen was born in St. Louis and recalls the experience
with her School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) high school
teachers at Rosati-Kane as the inspiration behind her decision
to become a sister. 

She made her first profession in St. Louis, and then headed
west to La Mesa, California, to embark on her first ministry
as a primary grade teacher for St. Martin. She stayed in this
first assignment for eight years. In 1967, she moved to
Tulare, California, teaching at St. Aloysius. While living in
California, she also earned her bachelor’s degree in English
from San Diego State, San Diego. 

In 1968, she returned to the Midwest to continue in her
educational ministries. For the next 18 years, she was a junior
high teacher and administrator for schools throughout
Missouri and Illinois. Schools where she served include,
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catechetic, Cami, Illinois; Our
Lady of Lourdes, Washington, Missouri; St. Joseph,
Ridgeway, Illinois; St. Mary, Belleville, Illinois; St. Martin of
Tours and St. Gabriel the Archangel, both in St. Louis; 
St. Peter, Belleville, Illinois; St. Charles Borromeo, 
St. Charles, Missouri and Our Lady Queen of Peace, House
Springs, Missouri. 

Over the course of those years, she continued her own
education as well, earning a master’s degree in English from
Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

Following a year of sabbatical in 1986, she worked as a tutor
from 1987 until 2001 at Notre Dame Tutorial Center, 
St. Louis. From there, she was a video production assistant at
the Maria Center, St. Louis. She continued in this ministry
until 2010. 

In August 2010, she moved to The Sarah Community,
Veronica House, Bridgeton, Missouri, to enter into a ministry
of prayer, presence and service. In 2023, she transferred to
Anna House in The Sarah Community, where she resides
today in an ongoing ministry of prayer and presence. 
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2026 Jubilee
Celebrating 70 years

Is there a special memory you would
like to share as you celebrate 

your Jubilee?
I immediately think of my classmates
and my family. My family supported

me entering the SSND and my
classmates became very important to

me and we are still close.

What advice or words of wisdom
would you want to share?

I was very sick and my sister
reminded me of this quote from

Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans
I have for you," declares the LORD,

"plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future." 
It still means so much to me.
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