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“In my childhood working on the farm, I loved the wide open
spaces of creation and the quiet. I drove the tractor alone in
the fields - I called it my ‘Tractor Spirituality.’ I felt a call
from within, later I realized it was from God. It continued,
and in 6  grade, I thought of joining School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND). In high school, during retreat, I responded in
a new way to the call. It was always to SSND.”

th

From 1957 until 1983, Sister June Marie served exclusively in
her home state of Minnesota in a ministry of education. She
was a teacher, coordinator of religious education and director
of religious education. 

In 1983, a new ministry focus took her to Burlington, Iowa.
There, she served seven years in pastoral ministry for St. John
the Baptist parish. During these years, she also earned a
master’s degree in pastoral ministry from Creighton
University, Omaha, Nebraska. 1990 brought her back to
Minnesota, and three years as director of religious education
and a pastoral ministry role for St. Peter and Paul, Mankato.
Her ministry focus evolved again and from 1993 until 2006,
she was a chaplain for various organizations, including, 
St. Croix Chaplaincy Association and Good Samaritan Greely
Health Center, both in Stillwater; St. Anne Hospice, Winona;
and Our Lady of Good Counsel, Mankato - all in Minnesota. 

Following her sabbatical in 2006, she returned to pastoral
ministry for another five years. Starting in 2011, she
participated in community service activities, including joining
on as a tutor for Good Counsel Learning Center, Mankato.

In 2022, she moved to Benedictine Living Community,
Shakopee, Minnesota, where she resides today in prayer and
presence.

“Living in community I learned from others by really
listening to their views. I became open to and appreciative of
other cultures. I learned to pray more deeply and value its
importance in my life.” 

Sister  June Marie  Tacheny
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2026 Jubilee
Celebrating 70 years
What advice or words of wisdom

would you want to share?
To be a grateful person and to LISTEN

to others so I can really HEAR their
views with my heart.

Share a brief reflection on a ministry
that was especially meaningful to you.

I had the opportunity to study
Gerontology. I shared one-on-one with

people in their homes. Sharing their
faith and struggles, reminding them of

how special they are. One woman
asked me, upon my return visit, “I

don’t remember why you told me I’m
special.” This made me realize how
important it is to help others realize

they are special. 
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