2026 Jubilee
(Aierafing 10 peass

Is there a special memory you

would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?
My Sabbatical was a trip to the
Holy Land to walk in Jesus’
footsteps.

What advice or words of
wisdom would you want to
impart to others?

Live life in gratitude for you

never know when your last day

will be.

Sister Joann McMahon
First Profession - July 17,1956

Throughout her many years of ministry, Sister Joann was a
teacher, tutor and administrator to countless students
across her home state of Minnesota.

For her first 20 years as a School Sister of Notre Dame
(SSND), Sister Joann was a classroom teacher, mostly for
the primary grade levels. She began at St. Anne in Wabasso,
followed by postings at St. Martin, Rodgers; St. Casimir,
Wells; St. John the Baptist, Jordan and Lonsdale - New
Market - Veseli Schools, Lonsdale.

In 1977, she undertook her first assignment as an
administrator for St. Isidore school in Litomysl, a role she
held for a full decade. From there she returned to
administer briefly at a location she had previously served,
Lonsdale - New Market - Veseli Schools.

“A ministry which was especially meaningful to me was
when I was] missioned to Litomysl and Wabasha. I was
part of their town’s communities. I was included in so
many of the events of the town and families.”

Next, she would move on to her longest tenured position, a
dual role of both teacher and administrator for St. Felix in
Wabasha. She would remain at St. Felix from 1988 until
2006

Sister Joann found her next ministry in Mankato, serving as
director of Good Counsel Learning Center from 2006 until
2014. She ultimately remained with Good Counsel
Learning Center another eight years as a tutor. She was a
volunteer at Our Lady of Good Counsel for a time as well.

In 2022, Sister Joann moved to Shakopee to join with other

sisters living at the Benedictine Living Community. She
currently resides there in a ministry of prayer and presence.
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