
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 Jubilee
For the first two decades of her ministry as a School Sister of
Notre Dame (SSND), from 1968 to 1988, Sister Joan served
as a teacher and elementary school administrator for schools
in Missouri, Illinois and California. One of these early
ministries in particular stands out. 

“My second mission was Immaculate Conception in West
Alton, Missouri. We were a community of three and we were
the only faculty members. We decided to learn more about the
students and their families and began to visit their homes. Our
plan was interrupted by the flood of 1973. After a period of
sandbagging, the levee broke, and we had to leave. The
generosity and hospitality of schools and parishes in Alton,
Illinois, made it possible to gather a number of our students
and finish the school year. While we lived at St. Mary
Convent in Alton, many of our SSND friends, family and
parishioners helped us to clean and repair the convent. This
experience influenced my understanding of the importance of
community, relationships, working together and relying on
others’ help during challenging situations.”

In addition to her bachelor’s degree from the former Notre
Dame College, St. Louis, Sister Joan also earned a master’s
degree in elementary school counseling from Emporia State
University, Emporia, Kansas. Residing in St. Louis, the
following years included administration at Villa Gesu, SSND
Senior Services, studying to earn her license as a professional
counselor and then working in a mental health agency. 

In 2007, she was elected Provincial Councilor for the former
St. Louis Province, and remained in the role through 2015 as a
councilor for the Central Pacific Province. She took this
experience into another leadership role, coordinator of the
Generalate House and Local Community for the SSND
Generalate in Rome, Italy, from 2016 until 2020.

Returning to the U.S., she was a volunteer in the St. Louis area
until 2023, when she was again elected to the Provincial
Council for the Central Pacific Province, a position she still
currently holds. 
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What advice or words of wisdom would
you want to share?

 Be open, learn something new about
yourself as you move through your

years in religious life. 
Learn from every community, ministry,
volunteer opportunity and family event

that you experience. 
Reflect on the good experiences as well

as the difficult challenges.   

Is there a special memory you would
like to share as you celebrate  Jubilee? 
 Meeting Pope Francis in 2023, shaking
his hand and experiencing his ability to
make me feel like I was the only person

in the room. 
(What a remarkable ability.) 
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