
CELEBRATE OUR JUBILARIANS

2024 Jubilee
From 1968 until 1982, Sister Irene (formerly Sister Marie
Francis), served as a teacher and elementary administrator in
Minnesota and North Dakota. 

Her ministry focus evolved from there as she entered into a
series of director-level vocation and formation roles for the
former Mankato Province, Mankato, Minnesota. In 1987,
her ministry shifted again, and she became a pastoral
minister for St. Mary, Waverly, Minnesota, from 1987 until
1994. The rest of the 1990s took her to Fort Yates, North
Dakota. There, she served in two pastoral minister roles, first
for the Catholic Indian Mission and then Sioux County
Catholic Churches. Her time in North Dakota provided one
of her more meaningful moments in ministry.

“One of the most meaningful moments was standing with a
family at the time of death of a loved one and praying with
them. At those moments all things that so often get in the
way disappear and there is love, there is pain, there is hope
and all stand in that and wait. Participating in the Native
Americans rituals at the time of death gave me a deeper
appreciation of the place of community in grieving and
healing.”

Returning to Mankato, she spent the next four years serving
on the Provincial Council for the former Mankato Province.
This was followed by five years at St. Margaret Mary parish
in Golden Valley, Minnesota, as a pastoral associate.
Following a sabbatical, she returned to 
St. Margaret Mary for another seven years in a pastoral
associate/adult faith formation role.  

Sister Irene left Golden Valley in 2015 to begin a pastoral
care director position at Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Mankato, where she remained until 2022. 

In 2023, she moved to Shakopee, Minnesota, with two other
sisters and to work in volunteer ministry in the Shakopee
community and at Benedictine Living Community.
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2026 JubileeCelebrating 60 years
What advice or words of wisdom 

would you want to share?
Honors and rewards may make a
person think they are successful.

However, the gift of presence and loving
concern surpasses all skills and abilities.

Being yourself and giving of yourself
brings joy and an openness to people.

Whether it be teaching, pastoral
ministry, religious education, SSND
formation or leadership, one thing is
experienced. People are hungry for

connection and trust. We are called to
make that possible. Each day embrace
the now and welcome whatever comes

into your life.  

In one word or brief phrase, describe
your experience as a SSND. 

A joyful journey. 
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