ﬁ?‘ Sister Gemma Marie Dittle

First Profession - August 3, 1956

"'. “During my confirmation retreat at age 12, I felt called
‘ to religious life. I considered School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) since my sister - Sister Mary Edgar - had
entered five years before and I had SSND in school. I
also considered Sisters of St. Joseph (CS]J). When I

{ b o d shared with our assistant pastor I may want to be a

.‘ - - Carmelite, he advised against it because I was very

/ 3 talkative.”

“

With her decision made, Sister Gemma Marie

2026 JUbilee professed as a SSND. She had a 28 year career in

formal education, working in classrooms and

‘ 70 administrative roles for schools across Texas and
U’\? W Louisiana. From 1985 until 1990, she was a pastoral
minister for Immaculate Conception parish in

What advice or words of Centerville, Illinois.

wisdom would you want to Her next ministry took her to Chatawa, Mississippi,

share with others? where she served as a community coordinator at
; St. Mary of the Pines, a then retirement community for
SSND. Following a sabbatical, she moved to Jackson,

Mississippi, to embrace a new role - hospital pastoral

Never fail to reflect on one’s
blessings, especially in the midst

of sickness or difficulties. They ministry.
far outweigh any r'legatlve “I treasure my years at St. Dominic Hospital with
aspects of our lives. women and men and families of many denominations
and faith practices. The patients were willing to share
In one word or brief phrase, their faith and philosophy of living and dying.”
describe your experience After 16 years, she returned once again to St. Mary of
as a SSND. the Pines, where she was, “privileged to be with our
BLESSED. retired sisters.”

When St. Mary of the Pines closed in 2020, she moved
along with the other sisters to St. Anthony’s Gardens,
/ '\ Covington, Louisiana, where she resides today.
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