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Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?

I don’t have a single memory, but
rather 60 years of wonderful
memories of teaching, ministering
and performing music with so
many people, young and old, in
many countries and here at home.
Those experiences enriched me
and broadened my perspective of
the world.

In one word phrase, describe your
experience as a SSND.
Challenging and rewarding.
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Sister Gail Buckman
First Profession - July 30, 1966

“What initially drew me to School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) was my connection with the sisters and getting to
know them as my teachers. They were so genuine and related
so well with each other and their students. They had a spirit
about them and were such educated women who made a
difference in the world, that I wanted to be a part of that.”

Led by this inspiration, Sister Gail made her first profession as
a SSND in 1966. In 1968, she earned her bachelor’s degree in
music theory from the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis.
She began her ministry as a fifth-grade teacher at St. Martin of
Tours in Washington Park, Illinois, in 1969, remaining there
for two years.

It was not long though until music became her full-time
ministry and she taught general music and band at Our Lady of
Sorrows in St. Louis for the better part of the 1970s, followed
by one year at St. Paul Elementary and High School in
Highland, Illinois. During this time, she also earned a master’s
degree in music education from University of Missouri,
Columbia. In 1978, she was transferred to Peter’s in

St. Charles, Missouri, where she served as full-time band
director and instrumental teacher for nearly three decades.
While here, she also founded the Consolidated Catholic
Schools Band, comprised of students from St. Peter and other
nearby schools. In 1996, she embarked on her next ministry,
band director and instrumental teacher at St. Gabriel the
Archangel school, in St. Louis, where she remained until her
retirement in 2024. Sister Gail’s music ministry spanned
elementary, middle and high school levels, and she has also
shared her talents teaching summer camps in Cape Girardeau
and Hillsboro, both in Missouri. For 26 years, she was on staff
of the Missouri Ambassadors of Music European Tours.

In 2003, she became the first elementary and Catholic teacher
to be awarded “Art Educator of the Year” from the Missouri
Arts Council. In 2025, she was inducted into the Missouri
Music Educator Association Hall of Fame. Today, she resides
in St. Louis in prayer and presence.
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