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Celebrating 70 years
What advice or words of

wisdom would you want to
share with others?

Be happy, be joyful!
Just to be is a blessing! 

Just to live is holy!

What initially drew you to the
School Sisters of Notre Dame?
I saw my fifth grade teacher at
the podium and she reminded
me of Mary. I said I wanted to

be like her.

Born in Milwaukee, Sister Mary Francita has spent the
entirety of her years as a School Sister of Notre Dame
(SSND) teaching and caring for residents of her home
state of Wisconsin. 

From 1956 until 1985, she held several traditional
teaching positions, working with primary level
students in the cities of West Allis, Milwaukee,
Elkhorn and Port Washington. From 1985 until 1987,
she continued her residency in Port Washington, but
her ministry evolved. 

“I started to visit the home-bound and bringing them
Holy Communion. I also visited them in the hospital. I
did that every week and I am still in touch with some
of the relatives of those I visited!”

From there, Sister Mary Francita spent five years as an
administrator at Notre Dame Health Care Center, Elm
Grove. The five years after that were spent in a
leadership role with Notre Dame Marian Catholic
Center in Milwaukee. 

Following a period of personal renewal, Sister Mary
Francita embraced several years of volunteer ministries
at St. Helen, Milwaukee, one of which included
helping care for triplet boys - “I loved it!”

She was a sewing room coordinator at Notre Dame of
Elm Grove, Elm Grove, for 13 years, then added
another two years working in the sewing room as a
volunteer. In 2021, she was transferred to Trinity
Woods, Milwaukee, for two years. Today she lives at
Our Lady of the Angels, Greenfield, in a ministry of
prayer and presence. 
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