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What advice or words of wisdom
would you want to share?
Being willing to be available to life’s
natural opportunities is key to
enriching experiences.
Coaching a Mom during the birth
of her child and being present to
others at their time of transition at
death have been deep God moments
for me and stirred God’s fire

of love within me.

As I celebrate this Jubilee year, I
pray for the grace to be attuned to
the daily God sightings that occur,

inviting me to respond to the

“longing for the oneness of all in

God” with a grateful heart.
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Sister Esther Wagner

First Profession - July 17, 1966

Following her birth in New Prague, Minnesota, Sister Esther
grew up on a farm in New Market. As a child she had School
Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) as teachers, but notes, “Perhaps
the path of life possibilities was paved for me with two aunts,

three sisters and seven cousins living the SSND charism in
the 1960s.”

For some 40 years, Sister Esther (formerly Sister Marie Antoine)
was a dedicated teacher in classrooms across Minnesota. She
served at St. Peter and Paul, Blue Earth; St. Peter, Forest Lake;
Epiphany, Coon Rapids; Shakopee Area Catholic Schools,
Shakopee and St Francis-St James, St. Paul. In addition to
teaching, her work and interests in helping others extended
beyond the halls of the schools.

“I was excited to be a primary teacher by day and after hours
also be involved with adults, working with liturgy committees
and church environment. My interests and talents were enriched
and expressed with both ministries. As our SSND religious
community expanded our vision of education reaching beyond
the traditional classrooms, my life was enhanced by time spent
volunteering at a county food shelf, helping homebound people,
visiting nursing home centers, working summer Bible camps and
leading a women’s prayer circle.”

With the conclusion of her traditional teaching position at
St Francis-St James in 2007, Sister Esther became an ELL
(English Language Learner) instructor at Learning in Style
School in Minneapolis. There, she taught English to adult
immigrants who had recently arrived from many countries.

“For 13 years I tried to empower others, giving them hope and
encouragement with love, supporting them on their journey in a
foreign land. I treasure my continued friendships with some of
them.”

In 2022, Sister Esther moved to Shakopee, and lives in a small
local community. She serves as a driver for the sisters living at
the Benedictine Living Community and enjoys visiting with and
being enriched by the retired sisters.
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