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Sister Diane’s first five years of ministry were served as a
teacher at Notre Dame High School, Quincy, Illinois. Her
next ministry would take her to California, and a new focus
- special education.  

“It was especially meaningful to me when I transitioned
from being a secondary teacher to being a special education
teacher. During my years as a secondary teacher, my
emphasis was on finishing the last chapter in the textbook.
As I entered special education, there were no textbooks or
curriculum to follow, but the need to look at each individual
student and to formulate their goals. It became teaching the
Janet, Gerry, John or Harold sitting in front of me.”

Sister Diane ministered at Tierra del Sol, Sunland,
California, from 1973 until 1981, first as a special education
teacher, and then as coordinator of curriculum. She recalls
teaching a sewing class and the excitement and pride of both
students and parents when they put on a fashion show of
their completed pieces.    

From there, she spent time as a student, earning a master’s in
special education from University of Illinois-Urbana,
Urbana, Illinois. For the next decade, she was a special
education teacher and administrator St. Joseph's Vocational
Center and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Group Home, both
in St. Louis. From 1997 until 2001, she was a case manager
in Belleville, Illinois, followed by an assignment as a
program coordinator at the Council for Extended Care in 
St. Louis. From 2008 until 2012, she participated in ministry
to the elderly in St. Louis, this was followed by seven years
as a caregiver at Theresa Center, St. Louis. 

Since 2021, she has ministered in prayer and presence, first
at Mother of Perpetual Help, St. Louis, and now from her
current residence at The Sarah Community, Veronica House,
Bridgeton, Missouri. 
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What advice or words of wisdom

would you want to share? 
Taken from the short, well-known

prayer, the Serenity Prayer. 
God grant me the serenity to

accept the things I cannot change,
the courage to change the things 
I can and the wisdom to know 

the difference. 

The courage to change the things
I can refers to my thoughts and
attitudes. I have no power to

change anything else. I pray for
the wisdom to know the

difference between what I can
change and what I can’t. 

 

https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/share-a-story?utm_source=profile-story&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026
https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/send-an-ecard?utm_source=profile-ecard&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026
https://www.ssndcp.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/honor-a-jubilarian?utm_source=profile-honor&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=jubilee-2026

