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What advice or words of

wisdom would you want
to share?
Trust that God will supply you
with all the love and grace you
need each day.

In one word or brief phrase,
describe your experience
as a SSND.

Adventurous journey of faith.

Sister Cheryl Marie Wagner

First Profession - July 17,1976

“My first profession will always hold a special place in my
heart, even after 50 years! I was professed alone in the summer
of 1976 in Mankato, Minnesota. As we left chapel, I heard one
of our Provincial Counselors remark, ‘Did you feel it in there?’
The ‘it’ was certainly the spirit in and amongst all of us present.
I often remember the love, support and affirmation I felt from
my sisters which continue to this day.”

Sister Cheryl Marie is from a family full of School Sisters of
Notre Dame (SSND), including aunts, cousins and a sister who
are all members of the congregation. She was further inspired
by the SSND teachers she had growing up. “My teachers were
SSND all through elementary school, high school and college.
Already in the primary grades, I knew I wanted to be a teacher.
Being a teacher for me also meant being an SSND.”

Knowing she wanted to be a teacher, Sister Cheryl Marie
earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Mount Mary
College (now University), Milwaukee. She also earned a
master’s degree in education and an education specialist degree
with licensure for administration from the University of

St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota. From 1976 until 2018, Sister
Cheryl Marie was a classroom teacher and principal for schools
in Minnesota and North Dakota. In 2018, she embraced a new
opportunity as an educator.

“I taught English as a learning language to adults at Learning in
Style School in Minneapolis from 2018 to 2022. They were
group classes of immigrants from all over the world. It was
truly an enriching and rewarding experience. One event I will
never forget was attending the Naturalization Ceremony of two
of my students. What a proud moment for them and their
families! I was honored to be a part of their accomplishments as
one of their teachers.”

Upon leaving Learning in Style School, Sister Cheryl Marie
served as a government benefits coordinator and then benefits
volunteer at the former Our Lady of Good Counsel, Mankato.
Since 2025, she remains in Mankato, serving in prayer,
presence and volunteer activities.
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