2026Jubﬂée

(pieraling 15 geass

What initially drew you to the
School Sisters of Notre Dame
or how did you know you
wanted to be a SSND?
My entire family was taught
by School Sisters of Notre
Dame and we loved them. So,
I decided to become a School
Sister of Notre Dame.

Is there a special memory you
would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?
Praying with the sisters
was a privilege.
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Sister Charles Ann
Crowder

First Profession - August 2, 1951

From the year of her first profession in 1951 until 1957,
Sister Charles Ann was a primary school teacher at

St. Gerard Majella, San Antonio, Texas. It wasn’t long
though until she found herself moving toward a new
ministry direction. She had already earned a bachelor’s
degree in history from the former Notre Dame College,
St. Louis, when she took on a nursing role at Villa
Gesu, a former retirement and nursing community in
St. Louis. She worked there from 1960-1972, and
during that time, also earned her registered nursing
degree (RN) from DePaul Hospital, St. Louis. In the
summer of 1972, she departed the U.S. for Honduras,
where she remained for the next decade, ministering to
patients at Clinica Las Mercedes, El Progreso and

St. Rose of Lima, Guaimaco.

She returned to her hometown of St. Louis to care for
family for a time and then returned once again to a full-
time nursing position at Villa Gesu. She recalls, “During
my years at Villa Gesu, there was a good spirit among
residents and staff.”

Following her sabbatical in 1986, she served as a nurse
across several locations, including Grand Manor in

St. Louis; SSND Health Care Center, Chatawa,
Mississippi; another 11 years at Villa Gesu; and finally
at Sancta Maria in Ripa, St. Louis. In 2000, she moved
to The Sarah Community, Veronica House, Bridgeton,
Missouri, and worked in volunteer services until 2013.
She continued to offer her time and talents as a
volunteer for various locations across the St. Louis area
until 2019. Since then, she resides at Veronica House in
prayer and presence.
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