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Is there a special memory you

would like to share as you
celebrate your Jubilee?

The commitment to meet and
share our stories as a profession
group has been a blessing,
keeping us united even though we
ended up all over the world, and
serving all kinds of different
ministries and communities. We
have this support for each other.

In a word or brief phrase,
describe your experience
as a SSND.

The unexpected is the norm.
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Sister Ann Carol Kaufenberg
First Profession - July 17, 1966

When asked what has been an especially meaningful
ministry, Sister Ann Carol replied, “This is a hard question.
Each ministry became very meaningful as I learned to open
myself up to some of the scope of our ministries by entering
into them. I loved teaching, pastoral ministry in parishes, and
formation. Each one had me in contact with all ages in the
variety of religious experiences.”

Sister Ann Carol’s ministries have been varied in location and
focus. Like many School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND), she
started out as a teacher. Her very first assignment took her to
Washington state, followed by a series of school placements
in Minnesota. In 1983, she touched down in Guatemala,
where she ultimately lived and worked for more than a
decade. She was an elementary school teacher for Escuela
Comunal San Bernardino in Patzun, followed by several
years serving as a vocation director and pastoral minister in
Mixco. She concluded her last two years in country in
pastoral ministry for San Sebastian parish in San Marcos.

Back in the U.S., she reembraced the life of a student, earning
a Master of Divinity from Catholic Theological Union,
Chicago, in 1998. While living in Chicago, she was also a
program director for the Archdiocese of Chicago from 1996
until 1998.

Sister Ann Carol next took on a leadership role for the
former Mankato Province, serving as formation director
from 1998 until 2005. For the six years which followed, she
served in ministry to the Hispanic community in several
parishes throughout Minnesota. She was novice director for
the Interprovincial Novitiate out of St. Louis for four years,
and then made her way back to Minnesota where she was a
community leader at Our Lady of Good Counsel.

In 2022, she moved to Shakopee, where she currently resides
and serves as community coordinator at Benedictine Living
Community. “The call, now, is to be present to the
community at Benedictine and learn how to grow old
gracefully.”
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