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2026 Women’s Leadership Luncheon celebrates women as
educators

“We are educators in all we are and do,” is a quote from the School Sisters of
Notre Dame (SSND) Constitution, You Are Sent. Anyone who knows SSND is
well-aware of the many ways sisters embrace this concept, most notably
through their heritage as talented and inspiring teachers. Their gifts as
educators extend beyond the classroom though, as we see sisters who have
served to educate through spiritual direction, art, advocacy and their
prayerful presence in our lives.

Next spring, SSND is pleased to explore and celebrate the many
contributions of women as educators, not just within the congregation or
formal school settings, but throughout the larger community. The Women'’s
Leadership Luncheon theme for 2026 is Women as educators in all we
are and do. Our speakers will help illustrate the many profound ways
women educate through their ability to lead, inspire, discover and enact
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change on a local and global scale.

Across the four luncheon locations - Dallas, Milwaukee, St. Louis and St.
Paul, Minnesota, - we will welcome six different keynote speakers, each with
their own unique story and perspective to share. Dr. Caroline Clark O'Brien,
president of Notre Dame School of Dallas and Lydia Torrez, advancement
consultant for St. Cecilia Catholic Church and School, will offer a joint
conversation in Dallas; Belinda Hensen, chief meteorologist for KARE 11 will
offer the keynote address in St. Paul, Minnesota; Dr. Isabelle Cherney and
Becky Pinter will share the stage for a discussion in Milwaukee; and Jennifer
Bardot, MA, MS, CEO & Founder of G.R.I.T. LLC will kick off the series of
luncheons in St. Louis.

Learn More

Blending a calling with a career — SSND welcomes new
Ministry Director

School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province (SSNDCP) currently has
17 sponsored, co-sponsored and affiliated ministries under its umbrella. Each
ministry has its own unique history and purpose and keeping those ministries
moving forward on their own trajectory, while remaining connected to the
larger mission of SSND takes a special talent for administration and
facilitation.
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Ben Brzeski is stepping up to this task as the new Ministry Director for the
province. Ben has a long history with SSND and has been part of the Ministry
Commission since its founding in 2019.

"I hope to be a conduit for sharing the good news with the sisters in the
province and beyond of the ways our ministries continue to bring the deep
story of SSND into contact with the urgent and unmet needs of our world,”
says Ben. “"Because it's happening, and it's exciting!”

Living a ministry of presence in Paraguay

“I'm in Latin America now,” says Sister Leetta Hammack during a recent visit
to the U.S., “but I cannot deny or would not want to deny any of my other
life experiences. It has all been so enriching and fulfilling. It all fits together.
We are all on a common walk. I feel very blessed and trust I am a blessing to
others. That is our role and our call.”

Sister Leetta’s now nearly twenty years in Paraguay were preceded first by
lengthy ministries in her home state of Missouri, a short stay in California
followed by a decade serving in Honduras. In the early 2000s, at the
conclusion of a nine-month sabbatical, and at the request of leadership, she
visited and considered three ministries in need of support in South America -
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Peru, Paraguay and Chile.

That was in 2006, and Paraguay has since become home and the base from
which she and two other sisters have become well known in their community
as a source of guidance, care and compassion through their purposeful

presence.

Discover More

Ministry in the spotlight

SSND-affiliated ministry, MORE, in
St. Paul, Minnesota, has been
selected as a finalist for the
Minnesota Cup, the nation’s largest
statewide competition for innovative
ventures. MORE collaborates with
local employers to develop classes
which meet the real-world needs of
immigrant workers in their jobs.
Please keep MORE in your prayers
as they continue this exciting
process and stay tuned for results.

Your new favorite podcast

Looking for something new to listen
to? You can now enjoy all five
seasons of Called to Action that
touch on the five areas of advocacy
SSND focuses on as part of their
commitment to The Shalom
Network. Season 1: Care of
Creation, Season 2: Gospel
Nonviolence and Just Peace, Season
3: Migration, We Stand in Solidarity,
Season 4: Racial Justice, and
Season 5: Human Trafficking can be
streamed on our website, Spotify,
Apple Podcasts, or wherever you
enjoy your podcasts. Season 6 will
be available in January 2026!
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Take a Listen

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Josephe Marie Flynn, August 7, 2025
Sister Virginia Mary Reichard, August 13, 2025
Sister Anne Becker, August 14th, 2025
Sister Mary Lucy Egashira, August 16, 2025
Sister Mary Helen Stokes, August 30, 2025
Sister Marie Williams, August 30, 2025

View Obituary page
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Our next issue will be October 1, 2025.
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