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  The days awaiting a new pope: A sister reflection from Rome  
 

 

Sister Jean Greenwald has served in ministry at the Generalate for the
School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) in Rome since 2020. She, along with
other sisters, were in St. Peter’s Square for the announcement of the passing
of Pope Francis. They would return to the Square over the next few days,
along with incredible crowds, to watch in anticipation for the white smoke
and news of a new pope.

She writes, “The camera projecting images onto the giant screens located in
the Square, generally focused on the chimneystack over the Sistine Chapel.
A few minutes after seeing an image of two adult seagulls with their chick
milling around the stack, white smoke billowed into the air at 6:09 p.m. The
crowd went wild with delight, cheering and clapping. One could never
capture the energy felt in that crowd! I marveled how new life, the chick,
appeared just before more new life, election of a pope.”

 

 

https://ssndcp.org/
https://form.ssndcp.org/give?utm_source=202507-give-button-header&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enewsletter
https://www.ssndcentralpacific.org/news-events/story/the-days-awaiting-a-new-pope-a-sister-reflection-from-rome/?utm_source=202507-image1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=enewsletter


Keep Reading 

Discover the Ministry

 
 

 

 

 

  Liturgical Fabric Arts: A ministry of tradition and talent  
 

 

Walking through Sancta Maria in Ripa in St. Louis, at the intersection of two
hallways and bordered by display cases containing examples of the work
created within, is the entrance to Liturgical Fabric Arts.

Liturgical Fabric Arts has been a part of Sancta Maria in Ripa since the early
days, officially listed as a special ministry of School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) as of 1898. Over the decades, the sisters who have served in
Liturgical Fabric Arts have outfitted the priests of entire dioceses, supplied
parishes across the country with banners and wall hangings to celebrate
holidays and bring extra color to ordinary time, contributed to the festivities
around a papal visit and simply found a meaningful outlet for their own
creativity and skill.

For the last few years, seven sisters have maintained the decades-long
traditions of transforming inspiration into purposeful and beautiful pieces.
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Read the Reflection

 

  Looking back on the early days of Laudato Si’  
 

 

With summer 2025 underway, School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) Central
Pacific Province marks its fourth year as a Laudato Si’ congregation. While
Laudato Si’ itself is now ten years old, it was 2021 when SSND made a public
statement of commitment to becoming a Laudato Si’ Congregation.

To that end, the congregation strives to uphold the seven goals of Laudato
Si’: response to cry of the Earth, response to cry of the poor, ecological
economics, adoption of sustainable lifestyles, ecological education, ecological
spirituality and community resilience and empowerment. Sister Kathy
Schmittgens, an active member of the Laudato Si’ team, shares some of the
excitement around Laudato Si’s first introduction and what it is about the
work that motivates still.
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Find out More

 

Mother Caroline Society
 

Major gifts support the active efforts
of SSND as educators, caregivers,
advocates and spiritual directors and
are essential in helping provide for
sisters in their retirement years. The
Mother Caroline Society is our major
giving society, an exclusive
community of donors who are
inspired to make a one-time gift of
$5,000 or more. Our Resource
Development Office can share more
about the unique benefits and
impacts of this special level of
giving.

 

Watch the Story

 

Sister Celine featured on local
news
 

Sister Celine Schumacher was
recently featured on KSDK in St.
Louis’ special “Making a Difference”
series of segments. The story shares
how Sister Celine continues as a
dedicated educator for students at
Notre Dame High School, refocusing
her efforts from full-time teaching to
one-on-one tutoring.
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One stop for digital content
 

Did you know the SSND website’s
Digital Media page offers meaningful
video content as well as podcast
episodes? Not only will you be able
to catch up our Unscripted videos,
but you will also be able to view
various themed segments touching
on the SSND commitment to
community building, our associate
program, the Nun Study and
Laudato Si’. We encourage you to
share your favorites on social media
with your friends and family!

 

See the Segment

 

Celebrating Milwaukee
groundbreaking
 

As the student population at Notre
Dame School of Milwaukee
continues to grow, students,
teachers, SSND and the community
joined to celebrate a new expansion
project at Saint Florian Campus. The
event on May 27 included a Mass,
the groundbreaking ceremony and
reception. The day’s festivities were
even reported on by the local news!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831
 

 

 

Sister Sister Henrita Gonia, June 2, 2025

Sister Mary Gabriel Rooding, June 13, 2025

Sister Cordis Marie Kato, June 16 2025  

Sister Janet Marie Abbacchi, June 19, 2025

Sister Marjorie Rosenau, June 21, 2025
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School Sisters of Notre Dame

320 East Ripa Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63125

Phone: 314-561-4100
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Sister Miriam Jansen, June 25, 2025

View Obituary page

 

 

 

 
Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter! 

Our next issue will be August 6, 2025.
For past issues, visit our eNewsletter Archives.
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