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SSND North American Archives house the everyday and
extraordinary

Already outgrowing its space, the School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND)
North American Archives is home to an impressive, estimated 5,000 boxes.
These boxes contain the rich legacy and history of SSND in the form of
official documents and photos of sisters both living and deceased, mission
records, daily chronicles, publications, photographs and artful expressions by
the sisters including musical compositions, craftwork, dissertations, theses,
correspondence and more.

Michele Levandoski, director of School Sisters of Notre Dame North American
Archives, shares more about what she has discovered through her work of
cataloging the records, items, objects and images which capture the SSND
story.
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Discover More

My reflection on Laudato Si’ from its very beginning

“In early May 2015, I received a call from an editor of National Catholic
Report (NCR) asking me to be a reviewer of Laudato Si’ before its official
publication on May 24. I burned the midnight oil that day reading the entire
text of Laudato Si’.”

With the recent passing of Pope Francis, and the upcoming ten-year
anniversary of Laudato Si’, Sister Kathleen Storms shares a reflection on her
past and current involvement in this important initiative for care of creation.

Read the History
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Sister Joan Frey lives out a lesson in giving

In 1973, while living at Sancta Maria in Ripa, Sister Joan Frey participated in
a blood drive being held at the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis. She
gave at the drive the next year, and the year after that too.

While multiple moves related to her ministry put a pause on her donations,
she has picked back up on it and is now a consistent donor, finding special
motivation in helping others in this important and impactful way.

“I am grateful I am able to give,” says Sister Joan. “There is a great need
and because I have given so often, I am conscious of that great need. I feel
it is a way of carrying out our charism of taking care of others. I have
something they need; I am happy to be able to do it.”
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Make a difference

The Blessed Theresa Society, named
after the School Sisters of Notre
Dame’s foundress, Blessed Theresa
of Jesus Gerhardinger, recognizes
individuals and families who have
made a long-term commitment
through a planned gift. This legacy
society provides a way for us to
recognize and thank donors who
have named SSND in their estate
plans.

Consider a Gift

UNSCRIPTED

Re.al Shr'rt.s Frum S-'rsit.rs

Just off the presses

The second edition of this year’s One
Heart One Mind newsletter is now
available. This issue explores how
SSND has guided various efforts in
Honduras, from clean water
initiatives to support of coffee
farmers, and celebrates the SSND
spirit of interconnectedness as told
by Jubilarians.
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Responding to a need

In this latest Unscripted, Sister
Sharon Rose Terbrock shares little
steps that we can all do to live out
Laudato Si'! If you feel inspired to
learn more, we invite you to visit
our website mentioned at the end of
the video for more information and
additional action steps you can take
to care for creation.

Retreat opportunity

You are invited to step away from
the busyness of life and embrace
stillness and silence during the
upcoming Silent Summer Directed
Retreat. Several SSND will be
among the retreat’s spiritual
directors: Sisters Charlotte Flarlong,
Madeleine Lane, Miriam Wesselmann
and Danielle Witt. Group
contemplative practices and
individual spiritual direction daily.
Register by July 1.

Find out More

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Mary Terez Gonsoulin, May 23, 2025
Sister Jean Mary Vrana, May 25, 2025
Sister Henrita Gonia, June 2, 2025

View Obituary page

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be July 2, 2025.

For past issues, visit our
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