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Mount Mary University students make return Spring Break
visit

 

 

 

Last year, School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) in St. Louis and Mount Mary
University (MMU), Milwaukee, launched the concept of an “alternative spring
break” during which students from the university traveled to Sancta Maria in
Ripa to join sisters in their ministries and community living. The idea was
such a success that it was eagerly repeated this March. Fourteen students
and their campus minister made the trip to Missouri to spend their spring
break living and working alongside sisters for a truly special experience of
shared purpose, connection and community.

Over the course of the week, students alternated between several service
locations throughout the St. Louis metro area, as well as helped with projects
on the Sancta Maria in Ripa campus (with a bit of sightseeing in between).
One of this year’s locations was a unique food bank concept housed at St.
Pius V parish. Students embraced the opportunity to learn about the local
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community and to be mentored by longtime parishioner, Sister Gen Cassani,
who volunteers at St. Pius V and has even created artwork displayed in the
food bank space.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sister Aloyse inspired as one-of-a-kind fashion mentor  
 

 

Sister Aloyse Hessburg once wrote, “"My transfer to Mount Mary College as a
faculty member required my earning a master’s degree at Drexel Institute of
Technology in Philadelphia. Unbeknown to me, Sister John Francis, president
of Mount Mary, had determined that when I returned to the college, I would
begin the fashion design major."

Sister Aloyse not only launched Mount Mary College’s (now University’s)
fashion program, but created a first in the nation bachelor’s degree for
fashion design. From its quiet beginnings, Sister Aloyse spent the next 50
years cultivating what has become a well-known and revered fashion
program. With her passing in early March, she leaves behind a legacy of
dedicated creativity and an unstoppable passion for bringing the many facets
of fashion to life for her students.
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  Recalling the past and embracing the future in Mankato  
 

 

In February, School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) worked with the
Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership (SWMHP) to complete a purchase
sale agreement for Our Lady of Good Counsel campus in Mankato, Minnesota.
The sale will include the entire property located on the Hill in Mankato,
except for the SSND cemetery and Loyola Catholic School. SWMHP is
exploring various ideas for the property. Initial concepts include housing and
assisted developments on the campus, alongside possible arts, educational
programs and nonprofit efforts. The Good Counsel chapel will remain, with
public access to the chapel’s prayerful and art-filled space to be permitted.

“Our mission, values, and vision for the future of the Mankato community
and beyond are closely aligned, and we look forward to seeing how our
sacred space on the Hill will be developed to provide for the needs of many in
the years to come,” said Sister Debra M. Sciano, Provincial Leader. “It is
reassuring to know that our SSND legacy will be remembered and our
commitment to the care of all creation will be honored.”
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In the news
 

The former SSND convent in
Milwaukee is taking on a new life as
a residence and place of study for
formerly incarcerated men.
Renamed Joseph House, the space is
now, “a home for healing, learning,
and rebuilding” supporting the men
in education and vocational pursuits.
This article from the Catholic Herald
shares more and includes a quote
from Sister Jan Gregorcich.

 

Support SSND

 

Tomorrow is the day
 

Tomorrow, Thursday, May 8, SSND
will once again participate in Give
STL Day. This is a special day of
online giving to promote and
support the causes of various
nonprofits throughout St. Louis,
including SSND. Please take a
moment tomorrow to consider a gift.
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Tune In

 

Wrapping up Season 5
 

Don’t miss the last two episodes of
Called to Action Season 5: Human
Trafficking! Wednesday, May 7, we
welcome Lisa Cathelyn for Episode
9: Shalom Network – Justice, Peace
& Integrity of Creation Ministry and
on Wednesday, May, 21, Sister Ann
Scholz helps close out the season
with Episode 10: Corporate Social
Responsibility. Season 6 will return
in January 2026.

 

Share a Gift

 

Spring Appeal 2025
 

As we celebrate the Feast Day of
Blessed Theresa of Jesus
Gerhardinger, we invite you to join
us in our ongoing ministries of
education and service, which have
been at the heart of our mission for
192 years. The sisters are
committed to this essential work,
and your financial support is crucial.
Your contribution will help sustain
our mission and provide impactful
services to our communities. Thank
you!

 

 

 

 

 

School Sisters of Notre Dame

320 East Ripa Avenue

 

 

 

 

 

 
"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831
 

 

 

Sister Marie LeClerc Laux, April 11, 2025

Sister Maureen Riley, April 13, 2025

Sister Jolene Heiden, April 16, 2025 

View Obituary page

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter! 

Our next issue will be June 4, 2025.
For past issues, visit our eNewsletter Archives.
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