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Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND
“Forming community is a life-long process. We say yes to the joys and inevitable

 tensions of creating and recreating community each day. In our effort to love
 one another and to bear one another’s burdens, we experience

 the reconciling power of our merciful God.”
~ You Are Sent, C 7
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ON THE COVER:
Sister Mary Kennedy (left) talks with builders at a construction site in Monte Verde, Honduras. Photo provided by John Kennedy. 
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This edition focuses on the 
interconnectedness of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame (SSND) as a global 
community. You will learn about Sister 
Mary Kennedy, who took her vows in the 
former St. Louis Province (now Central 
Pacific Province), and followed a call to 
Monte Verde, Honduras, transferring to the 
SSND Province of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. While walking with the Lenca 
– the Indigenous tribe – resulted in the 
formation of the Cooperativa Agropecuaria 
‘Indigena Lenca’ Limitada (COAINLL), the 
farmers’ cooperative. COAINLL has had 
the largest impact on the Lenca’s quality of 
life. 

Due to Sister Mary’s steadfast spirit 
and efforts, her older brother, John 
Kennedy, was inspired to start Many Hands, 
Many Lands (MHML), a Fairtrade nonprofit 
in Winona, Minnesota. You will learn how 
the sisters at Trinity Woods, Milwaukee, 
and the Benedictine Living Community, 
Shakopee, Minnesota, support COAINLL 

through their usage of the coffee beans 
at their resident locations. You will also 
learn how the sisters assist in promoting 
the sale of coffee beans to their friends, 
neighbors and local communities. Last year, 
the sisters assisted John in selling 1,185 
pounds of roasted coffee, with 45% of 
those sales coming directly from the sisters’ 
efforts! MHML was a sponsor of the 2025 
Women’s Leadership Luncheon.

Recently, Global Partners: Running 
Waters completed a water project for 
the village of Chicaxul, Santa Maria 
Chiquimula, Guatemala, in the name of 
Sister Niva Langreck, who passed in April 
2024. Dr. Rob Ritter, DDS, and Chuck and 
Marilyn Sturm, sponsored the project. In 
this edition, Dr. Rob shares about a time he 
traveled with Sister Niva to the village of 
Monte Verde, Honduras, in Jan. 2009. 

Join us as we rejoice with our 
Jubilarians as they are recognized for 25, 
40, 50, 60, 70, 75 and 80 years of faithful 
love and service to God. Our featured 

Jubilarians share their experiences in global 
ministries and the rich interconnectedness 
that unites us all.

We hope you enjoy learning about the 
many ways our sisters, donors, colleagues 
and those who walk with us in ministry, 
are interconnected whether they are in 
the Central Pacific Province, the Province 
of Latin America and the Caribbean or 
wherever they are called to do God’s work. 
We are all connected through our shared 
experiences, hopes and dreams for the 
future. 

Thank you for sharing our commitment 
to transforming the world through 
education. You are in our daily prayers and 
thoughts.

 
With peace, blessings and gratitude,

Debra Sciano, SSND  
Provincial Leader

mailto:missionadv%40ssndcp.org?subject=
https://instagram.com/ssnd_central_pacific
https://facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific
https://ssndcentralpacific.org
https://www.ssndcp.org/spotify
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Significant long-lasting change for Honduras
“We recognize our obligation and opportunities to develop a world vision 

and a sense of global responsibility. Our internationality challenges 
us to witness to unity in a divided world ... and so search 

for new channels of service in the universal church.” 
~ You Are Sent, C 26
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Staying power creates Staying power creates 
consistency in communityconsistency in community  
by Heidi Sampson

During Sister Mary Kennedy’s 
formation period at Sancta Maria 

in Ripa, St. Louis, a missionary from 
Honduras came to speak to the sisters. 
The missionary’s speech prompted 
Sister Mary’s participation in a cultural 
program in Honduras in 1980. Falling 
in love with the country, she returned 
for the next two summers. The village 
of Monte Verde, in the center of the 
municipality of San Francisco de 
Opalaca, Intibuca, Honduras, resides 
within the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame (SSND) Province of Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Although 
Sister Mary joined SSND through 
the former St. Louis Province (now 
Central Pacific Province), at Sancta 
Maria in Ripa, St. Louis, she became 
part of the Province of Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

Sisters Mary Kennedy and Reina 
del Carmen Rodriguez knew they 
wanted to serve a rural Honduras 
location where religious men or 
women were not present and where 
the needs of the poor were not being 
met. To find the location they sought, 
they asked the bishops of the poorest 
archdiocese for locations where they 
could be of service. After an almost 
two year discernment process, the 
SSND community in Honduras 
selected opening a mission in Monte 
Verde. Sisters Mary and Reina del 
Carmen were the first sisters to 
arrive in 2006. Four year later, Sister 
Emelina Maradiaga arrived to assist.

Feeling called to serve 
the people beyond the walls 
of a school, the sisters 
arrived without a list of 
changes to impose on the 
people. Instead, Sisters 
Mary and Reina del Carmen 
focused on the completion 
of their dwelling and helped 
to finish construction of 
the parish church, San 
Francisco de Asis, already 
underway. By living and 
working among the Lenca, 
the Indigenous tribe, Sisters 
Mary and Reina del Carmen 
began their mission by 
simply listening to the 
people. What did they want for their 
community? Where did community 
members see gaps in services, 
education, farming, health care and in 
religious ministries? 

Throughout the years, many 
improvements have been made by the 
residents of Monte Verde: 

1.	 A small dorm/house for 
Junior and Senior High girls 
was constructed. This was in 
response to a significant number 
of female students that dropped 
out of school when they reached 
the sixth grade. Many left school 
because walking miles back 
and forth was not sustainable or 
they needed to assume childcare 
responsibilities and other 
domestic roles within the family 
home, so their parents could 
work. The dorm/house enabled 
many girls to continue their 
education. 

2.	 A Maternity House was 
constructed for pregnant women 
as a place of rest. Before 
the Maternity House was 
constructed, pregnant women 
would often walk long distances, 
not knowing if they would have 
a place to stay as they awaited 
their delivery, especially if 
they did not have family in 
Monte Verde who could offer 
them a place to stay. In those 
instances, pregnant women 
might leave their homes during 
the beginning stages of labor, 
hoping to make it to the clinic in 
time. 

3.	 A library opened with valuable 
resources for families. 
Historically, libraries hadn’t 
existed in the village. 

4.	 A community cooperative 
store was created among the 
residents. Prior to this, periodic 
tents and pop-up vendors who 
provided limited inventory 

Sister Mary Kennedy (right) gathers with members 
of the community in the Pastoral Center, 

Monte Verde, Honduras. Photo provided by 
Sister Mary Kennedy and John Kennedy.

Continue on Page 4. . .
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would arrive to sell items, but 
they took the profits away from 
the community when they left. 
With the community cooperative 
store, the inventory and the 
profits stayed local.

5.	 A full-time resident priest came 
to Monte Verde. Previously, a 
priest would commute to the 
community only two to four 
times a year.

6.	 A Pastoral Center large enough 
to accommodate retreats and 
special events was built. There 
was also a kitchen and lodging 
rooms for visiting presenters and 
parishioners who walk a great 
distance to attend parish events.

With each initiative for the Monte 
Verde community, the sisters assisted 
in raising the funds, along with the 
contributions of some very generous 
organizations, individuals and those 
members of the local community. 
“Principally, though,” Sister Mary 
said, “if it weren´t for the hard-
working Lenca community, none 
of the construction projects would 
have happened. They did the non-
professional manual labor, they hauled 
the local materials and helped 
in the building of the projects. It 
was all voluntary labor. We only 
had to pay the main builder, who 
was also a local person. It was 
their valiant and inspiring efforts 
that have produced many fruits 
for future generations.”

The main source of income for 
Monte Verde is coffee beans, with 
production based on small individual 
family groves. Unfortunately, 
opportunists or ‘coyotes’ were to 
approaching families one at a time, 
buying out their crops at unfair and 
extremely low prices. Sister Mary saw 
a need for the farmers to learn how 
to better advocate for themselves, 
she also recognized a need for coffee 
tree improvement, better growing and 
harvesting practices, as well as fair 
market access. Familiar with practices 
in other areas of Central America, 
Sister Mary took action to enlist the 
assistance of Honduran agricultural 
experts and introduced them to the 
local farmers. By working together, 
they learned about better strains 
of coffee beans, different growing 
and harvesting practices and how to 
make their crop more attractive in the 
marketplace. Sister Mary’s advocacy 
also included resource development, 
bringing contributors’ money to the 
table to upgrade coffee operations with 
solar drying sheds, dehulling mills and 
ultimately, a mechanical bean dryer – 
similar to grain dryers – to bring the 
bean moisture content to a lower, more 

desirable level for international 
buyers. 

Seeking to insulate the 
farmers from opportunists who 
drove down their prices, Sister 
Mary appealed to the farmers to 

form a cooperative 
for their coffee 
beans. Due to 
the formation of 
the Cooperativa 
Agropecuaria 
‘Indigena 
Lenca’ Limitada 
(COAINLL), 
the farmers’ 
cooperative 
has had the 
largest impact 
on the Lenca’s 
quality of life. 
COAINLL has 
multiplied their 
individual efforts 
for acquiring 
resources such 
as seedlings, 
fertilizers, equipment and materials. 
It has also placed their separate crops 
into a critical mass in the marketplace.

Two years ago, Sister Reina del 
Carmen Rodriguez passed away. More 
recently, Sister Rosemarie González 
from Puerto Rico came to assist at 
Monte Verde. The sisters also received 
a newly professed sister from Brazil, 

Sister Viviane Ferreira.
One of the reasons Sister Mary 

feels the Monte Verde ministry has 
been successful is due to longevity. 
She described how villagers were 
used to other missionaries and 
nonprofit organizations coming 
to build a school or well and then 
leaving. “They kept asking how 
long we’d be there,” she said. “We 
told them, ‘However long God 
wants us here.’ After six or seven 
years, once they realized we were 
staying, they stopped asking. I 
think the reason we have had 
so much success, is because we 
stayed.”  l

The interior view of the solar drying shed, with 
trays for drying coffee beans in Monte Verde, 

Honduras. Photo provided by 
Sister Mary Kennedy and John Kennedy.

The exterior view of a high-strength 
solar coffee bean drying shed in 
Monte Verde, Honduras. Photo 

provided by Sister Mary Kennedy 
and John Kennedy.

Don Pastor hulls 
coffee beans with 
a manual dehuller 
in Monte Verde, 
Honduras. Photo 
provided by Sister 

Mary Kennedy 
and John Kennedy.
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Global Partners: Running Waters project named in 
honor of Sister Niva Langreck

A final trip to HondurasA final trip to Honduras
by Dr. Rob Ritter, DDS

Originally from Wisconsin, Sister 
Niva Langreck was missioned 

to Honduras where she served as 
pastoral minister in 1989. Through 
the generosity of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame (SSND), donors 
and many friends, Sister Niva was 
able to establish Casa Carolina, a 
permanent nutrition-recuperation 
center for the children in Sulaco 
Yoro, Honduras. During Sister 
Niva’s eleven years, Casa Carolina 
intervened to save the lives of many 
young infants and children that were 
severely ill and often close to death 
due to malnutrition. Brought to Casa 
Carolina, these young infants and 
children were fed six times a day 
until medically stabilized. Once they 
recovered, they were returned to 
their parents who were taught weekly 
nutrition lessons on how to cook low-
cost healthy meals. 

My wife, Gayle, and I were very 
fortunate to have met Sister Niva 

on one of our 25 trips for a non-
governmental organization (NGO), 
which is a mission-driven entity that 
operates independently of government 
control, focusing primarily on social, 
humanitarian or environmental issues. 
Gayle and I worked for an NGO 
called the Medical, Eye & Dental 
International Care Organization 
(MEDICO). MEDICO provided 
medicine, dental and eye care to under 
served populations for a week at a 
time in remote sites where that type 
of help wasn’t available. We always 
needed in-country sponsors, and the 
Honduran Notre Dame Community 
was very helpful to us many times 
over the years.

As a child, I attended grade school 
at St. Mary’s Visitation, Elm Grove, 
Wisconsin, which was across the 
street from Notre Dame of Elm Grove. 
Gayle received her occupational 
therapy degree from Mount Mary 
University, Milwaukee. Therefore, 
we are very familiar with the SSND. 
We always enjoyed Sister Niva and 
kept close contact with her upon 
her retirement from active overseas 

ministry work. Once back at 
Notre Dame of Elm Grove, 
Sister Niva began to coordinate 
the Shalom Resource Center. In 
her new capacity, Sister Niva 
continued her work of justice and 
dignity for those living on the 
edge of our society.

One interesting episode from 
Sister Niva’s many Honduran 
adventures with us occurred eight 
years after she left Honduras 
and moved back to Notre Dame 
of Elm Grove. Gayle couldn’t 
accompany me on our yearly 
medical brigade for MEDICO 
in January 2009. Our host 
organization and destination that 

year was the high altitude and remote 
village of Monte Verde, Honduras. 
This hamlet was home to a small 
SSND contingent embedded in the 
community. I asked Sister Niva to 
take Gayle’s place and as expected, 
she enthusiastically jumped at the 
chance to accompany me. It was a 
priceless moment when she showed up 
unannounced in Monte Verde, and was 
able to reunite with her lifelong sisters. 
At that time, Sister Niva was in her 
80’s. Both groups of women thought 
they would never see each other again! 

During our time in Honduras, 
I realized the tremendous need for 
fresh non-contaminated water in so 
many of these isolated villages. In 
many cases the women would have to 
hike miles to a river only to deal with 
cholera issues to obtain their daily 
water needs. Along with my lifetime 

The Global Partners: Running Waters 
(GPRW) project for the village of Chicaxul, 

Santa Maria Chiquimula, Guatemala, in 
Sister Niva Langreck’s name. Photo 
provided by Dr. Rob Ritter, DDS.

Standing (L to R): Sister Jan 
Gregorcich, Dr. Rob Ritter, DDS, 

and Gayle Ritter. Sitting: Sister Niva 
Langreck. They have gathered 

together at Our Lady of the Angels, 
Greenfield, Wisconsin. Picture by 
Sister Marie Rose Van Deurzen.

Continue on Page 6. . .
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A sister's global ministry leads to local nonprofit

Partnering for Fair Trade, Partnering for Fair Trade, 
sustainable solutions  sustainable solutions  
by Heidi Sampson

Growing up on a farm in southern 
Illinois, there were 11 children in 

the Kennedy family. John Kennedy 
was among the five older boys and 
then, Mary came along, followed by 
two boys, a girl, boy and finally, a 
girl. John and Mary are about four 
years apart. The Kennedy children 
spent their time on the farm among the 
cattle, pigs and chickens. According 
to John, they played an awful lot of 
softball. 

“Eventually, we started raising 
tomatoes commercially,” said John. 
“Mary became the tomato queen. She 
took on the leadership of that whole 
operation, but it’s a lot of hard work. 
Tomatoes require more specialized 
attention than one would think. Mary 
was a natural with tomatoes.” Little 
did they know, Mary’s green thumb 
was a skill that would serve her well 
down the road. 

When Mary finished high school, 
she announced she was going to try 
the novitiate at Sancta Maria in Ripa, 
St. Louis, John recalled. Before they 
knew it, Mary became Sister Mary 
and was teaching in the St. Louis area. 
When a missionary came up from 
Honduras and spoke with the sisters, 

John remembers how Sister 
Mary’s path was set from 
that day forward. A profound 
impact had been made upon 
his sister, she was headed to 
Honduras.

Sister Mary typically 
comes back to the United 
States to visit her family for 
eight weeks every other year, 
while John and his brother 
Jerry or Rick, go to visit their 
sister during her off year. 
“The hardest part of getting 
to the village of Monte 
Verde,” said John, “are the 
roads. They are these twisty 
roads that turn your stomach. 
It’s only 28 miles, about 38 
kilometers, but it takes over two hours 
to get there. Thank God, Mary is better 
in a manual truck and tractor than we 
ever were.”

John recalled how on one of his 
sister’s return visits to the states she 
spoke at a local parish about the need 
for backpacks for the students who 
attend school in Monte Verde. The 
difficulty facing the students centered 
around their trips to and from school. 
Sometimes, when the students were 
walking, carrying their papers, books 
and supplies, it rained, items got 
muddy or the items got lost on the 
long walk home. After the ask for 
backpacks, a couple volunteered and 

added that they would fill them with 
supplies. Sister Mary went back to 
Honduras, traveling village to village, 
family to family, as she sought out the 
parents of the children who attended 
the school in Monte Verde. She would 
ask the parents, how old is your 
child? What is your child’s shoe size? 
Sister Mary would then record the 
information for the couple back in the 
States. When the backpacks arrived, 
they contained notebooks, rulers, 
pencils, shoes, pants and a shirt for a 
school uniform.

“That’s what happens,” said John. 
“Once you hear the story, you can no 

accountants, Chuck and Marilyn 
Sturm, we were honored to be able to 
sponsor a Global Partners: Running 
Waters (GPRW) project for the entire 
village of Chicaxul, Santa Maria 
Chiquimula, Guatemala, in Sister Niva 
Langreck’s name.

GPRW was instrumental in 
making this happen efficiently and 
expediently. GPRW, founded by Sister 
Jan Gregorcich and SSND Associate 
Dianne Henke, is an affiliated 
ministry of SSND. Over the past 
two decades, GPRW has completed 

more than 173 water projects in 
Latin America, greatly improving 
the lives of countless people. The 
labor was provided by the villagers 
themselves over many weeks which 
was incredible.  l

(L to R): John Kennedy and Sister Mary Lorenz 
offer COAINLL coffee beans to those attending the 
Women’s Leadership Luncheon at the University of 

St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota, Thursday, 
March 27, 2025. Photo provided by John Kennedy.

Continue on Page 7. . .

Continued from Page 5. . .
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longer do nothing. Mary instructed 
us – my siblings and me – that when 
we come down to see her, we are 
not to come unless we are bringing 
two suitcases. One suitcase is for our 
stuff and one suitcase must be filled 
with t-shirts, socks and some deflated 
soccer balls.” 

In 2011, John was working as a 
financial advisor for Northwestern 
Mutual. It was around this time that 
John and four of his closest friends got 
together and decided to form the non-
profit and Fair-Trade Organization, 
Many Hands, Many Lands (MHML). 
At first, MHML sold Honduran crafts 
from the back of John’s car. John 
purchased the crafts from people of 
Monte Verde during his trips to see 
his sister. In 2023, John retired from 
his 40-year career at Northwestern 
Mutual. He now gives more time to 
MHML, sharpening the focus to coffee 
and coffee related items. MHML will 
carry Honduran crafts and art items. 
However, those items typically sell out 
quickly after John arrives back from 
Honduras.

MHML purchases coffee 
beans directly from the 
Cooperativa Agropecuaria 
‘Indigena Lenca’ Limitada 
(COAINLL), consisting of local 
farmers from Monte Verde, 
Honduras. It is the mission of 
MHML to return the largest 
possible portion of retail 
coffee prices to the families 
of COAINLL. When SSND 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
learned of the coffee imported 
from Monte Verde and the work 
of Sister Mary, they sprang into 
action and began promoting 
COAINLL coffee among sisters, 
friends and acquaintances. 

The sisters at Trinity Woods 
in Milwaukee, began lobbying 
their congenial food service 
director to serve the COAINLL 
coffee as part of their beverage 
regimen. To decide on which coffee 
to utilize for Trinity Woods, the dark 
or medium roast, the sisters had asked 
John to set up a taste testing. John 
placed one roast as A and the other 
roast as B. As the sisters tried them 
both, he waited for the final consensus. 
To his surprise, the collective response 
was, “Can there be a half and half 
blend?” John wondered why he 
hadn’t thought of that as he realized 
the name of the new blend should be 
the “Mission Blend.” On the Mission 
Blend label is Monte Verde’s parish 
church, San Francisco de Asis. The 
photo was taken on Palm Sunday, 
2016.

In 2024, Opalaca Trading (a 
for-profit in Illinois) and MHML, 
together, imported just under four tons 
of COAINLL’s green coffee beans 
for roasting and selling in the United 
States. The 2024 retail sales of roasted 
coffee at MHML was 1,185 pounds, 
which surpassed 2023 sales by 61%. 
John credits the SSND network of 
U.S. sisters as responsible for 45% of 
those sales. Currently, the COAINLL 
coffee, medium, dark and the Mission 
Blend, can be purchased at the Trinity 

Woods gift shop and from various 
Trinity Wood’s sisters. Sister Ann 
Carol Kaufenberg also sells the coffee 
at the Benedictine Living Community, 
Shakopee, Minnesota.

“My sister, Mary, has always been 
my mentor and teacher,” said John. 
“It’s so inspiring to go to Monte Verde 
and to watch her work. From daylight 
to dusk, and sometimes even into the 
night, she’s just serving the people, 
working among them. It’s inspiring to 
watch and it’s energizing to be around. 
It took six months to walk off the 
impact of the first trip, because I kept 
wondering, what have I been doing 
with my life? I’m with her for four 
days, and I think we’re capable of so 
much more.”

**Many Hands, Many Lands was 
among the table and vendor sponsors 
at the 2025 Women’s Leadership 
Luncheons for the Milwaukee and 
St. Paul locations.  l

Mission Blend Fresh Roast 
Fair Trade coffee from Monte 

Verde, Honduras. The taste was 
conceptually created during a 
taste testing at Trinity Woods, 

Milwaukee. Photo by John Kennedy.

(L to R): Kennys, administrator for COAINLL; 
John Kennedy; Nolasco, commercialization 

coordinator; and Jerry Kennedy. Both John and 
Jerry are brothers of Sister Mary Kennedy. The 

group stands in front of packaged COAINLL coffee 
beans. Photo provided by John Kennedy.

To purchase COAINLL coffee 
contact Many Hands, Many Lands at:
manyhandsmanylands83@gmail.com   

or call: 507-450-4708
Voicemails are secure. Please leave 
return call and/or email information.

mailto:manyhandsmanylands83%40gmail.com?subject=


“We are present with people at the 
peripheries and collaborate together 
to end all forms of discrimination, 
inequity and violence.” (The Call and 
Acts of the 25th General Chapter, p. 1)

Our current environment is filled 
with so much divisiveness, which 

on its own, would be okay, if we had 
respect for one another’s viewpoints. 
At the same time, we are connected in 
so many ways, in faith, in friendships, 
collaborations and ministries which 
brings me hope that this division will 
not always be with us. 

The School Sisters of Notre Dame 
charism and their teachings centered 
on the love of Christ, strives to break 

down divisions and build unity, making 
the world a better place for the next 
generation.

What a difference it would make if 
more people lived the teachings of the 
gospel as the sisters do. I am privileged 
to see it every day and grateful for all 
our friends and supporters who join the 
sisters in prayer, support and walking 
in faith with them. 

We each can choose to be a force 
of unity or a force for division. We 
see daily what division is doing to our 
country, but the sisters have not let 
it stop or defeat their commitment to 
making all one! 

We can only do it because of the 
support of YOU; our faithful friends, 

alumni, family and supporters. We 
are grateful for all of you!

If you would like to hear more 
about the sister’s wonderful acts of 
love and ministry, please take time 
to call or email me at 262-787-1037 
or mmurray@ssndcp.org or contact 
Debbie Rohrich-Tyler, Donor Relations 
and Event Manager, drohrichtyler@
ssndcp.org if you have any questions.  

From the director of resource development

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

By Mary Kay Murray, Resource Development
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l

All of Season 5 of the Called to Action podcast is now available!All of Season 5 of the Called to Action podcast is now available!

All episodes of Called to Action Season 5: Human Trafficking are now available! The season 
ended on Wednesday, May 21, 2025, with Episode 10: SSND Advocacy & It’s Impact on 

Corporate Responsibility. We welcomed Sister Ann Scholz as our guest. The season has covered 
a gamut of topics related to human trafficking including organizations that support victims of 
trafficking, sex trafficking, labor trafficking and animal trafficking. Please take time to listen to 
Season 5 of Called to Action. We encourage you to share these episodes with your family and 
friends. 

You can find past and current episodes on our website, www.ssndcp.org/podcast, or on 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts and Amazon Music. Mark your calendars for January 2026 when we 
start releasing episodes for Season 6.  l

Unscripted: Real stories from sistersUnscripted: Real stories from sisters

Anew Unscripted is shared on Facebook each month. Watch all these real stories from 
sisters! You can find more School Sisters of Notre Dame videos by visiting our 

website: www.ssndcp.org/video.  l

Digital Media

mailto:mmurray%40ssndcp.org?subject=
mailto:drohrichtyler%40ssndcp.org?subject=
mailto:drohrichtyler%40ssndcp.org?subject=
http://www.ssndcp.org/podcast
http://www.ssndcp.org/video
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2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon 

Each year, the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame (SSND) host the 

Women’s Leadership Luncheon as 
an opportunity to learn from and 
be inspired by women who are 
positively and significantly influencing 
their industries, organizations and 
communities. 

This year, the keynote speakers, 
Dr. Margaret Flanagan and Dr. 
Sudha Seshadri, offered technical 
insights into their research around 
Alzheimer’s and Neurodegenerative 
diseases. Attendees also heard some 
of the personal influences and stories 
which motivate them to keep moving 
their work forward. Additionally, all 
recognized the selfless and lasting 
gifts of SSND who have so profoundly 
contributed to this work via their 
participation in the Nun Study.    

•	 Dr. Margaret (Maggie) 
Flanagan’s keynote speech 

examined the prediction, 
prevention and treatment 
of Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias in St. Louis; 
Milwaukee; St. Paul, 
Minnesota; and Elmhurst, 
Illinois. 

•	 Dr. Sudha Seshadri’s keynote 
speech in Dallas, focused on 
the research and treatment 
of Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias.

To learn more about the Nun 
Study from Sister Charlene Zeisset, 
please view our #GivingTuesday 
video at:  www.ssndcp.org/wll25-
zeisset. 

Did you miss the luncheons? 
Join us in celebrating our 2025 
Women Honorees at:  www.ssndcp.
org/wll25-honorees. If you were 
unable to attend a luncheon in 
person, the video presentations for 

each location can be found at:  www.
ssndcp.org/wll25-media.

Thank you to our generous 
individual and corporate sponsors. 
We couldn’t offer these events 
without you. To view the full listing 
of sponsors:  www.ssndcp.org/wll-
25#Sponsors.

Plan to join us next March for the 
2026 Women’s Leadership 
Luncheons.  l

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Dr. Margaret (Maggie) Flanagan presents her 
keynote speech at the Italian Community Center, 

Milwaukee, Thursday, March 6, 2025.

(L to R): Sister Kathryn Schoolmeesters 
and Margaret Schoolmeesters attend 
the Women’s Leadership Luncheon at 
the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Thursday, March 27, 2025.

Attendees of the Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon at the Brookhaven Country Club, 

Farmers Branch, Texas, Thursday, 
March 20, 2025. Standing (L to R): Associate Anne Carey and 

Provincial Councilor Sister Helen Jane Jaeb 
speak with attendees of the Women’s Leadership 

Luncheon at the River City Casino & Hotel 
Event Center, St Louis, Monday, March 3, 2025.

http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-zeisset
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-zeisset
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-honorees
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-honorees
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-media
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll25-media
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll-25#Sponsors
http://www.ssndcp.org/wll-25#Sponsors


Q & A: Jubilarians foster interconnectedness on 
global scale

2025 JUBILEE
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Jubilarian SpotlightJubilarian Spotlight
by Lisa Raterman

With a presence in 30 countries, the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 

(SSND) are inherently interconnected. 
Sisters Anne Arthur Klinker, 75-year 
Jubilarian; Claret Feldhake, 60-year 
Jubilarian; Andre Maureen Soete, 60-
year Jubilarian; and Jean Greenwald, 
40-year Jubilarian, share how a rich 
interconnectedness on a global scale 
unites us all. 
Q: What led to your decision to join an 
international ministry?

Sister Jean: In both instances a call 
came. I was attracted 
to the description 
of each ministry. I 
believed I had gifts 
to do the work and 
was most willing to 
share them. Courage 
won over the doubt. 
One could say that 
I was challenging 
myself or perhaps, 
God was challenging 
me to listen to the 
Spirit’s inspiration 
and truth. So, I 
listened.

Sister Andre 
Maureen: Our provincial leader sent a 
letter to all the sisters and explained that 
many missionaries in Africa, Honduras 
and Japan would be returning to the 
U.S. She asked us to consider if we were 
being called to one of those places. I 
entered a discernment process, open to 
what God might be asking of me. I gave 
my answer saying that I would be willing 
to serve. My first choice as Africa; my 
second choice, Honduras; and my third 
choice, Japan. I was asked to go to Japan. 

Sister Anne Arthur: Another 
sister once stopped me in the corridor 

and demanded to know, “How did you 
get to go to all those places overseas?” 
I said, “When the community asked, I 
volunteered!”
Q: Share a memory from your 
international ministry.

Sister Claret: As a teacher at St. 
Theresa Gekano 
Girls Secondary 
School in Kenya, I 
was also in charge 
of the library, a 
small room in which 
the few books 
available were 
mostly American 
books. It was 
content the students 
could not relate 
to. With donated 
monies I started 
purchasing books by 
African writers. The 
students became 
avid readers.

Sister Andre Maureen: While 
living in Japan, I was chosen and elected 
by the Japanese sisters to serve on the 
regional council. To be elected by them 
to be one of the leaders was awesome 
for me. Our mission in Nepal was led by 

our Japanese sisters 
in partnership with 
American sisters. 
One of my treasured 
memories, is that all 
of us were from very 
different cultural 
backgrounds. Japan, 
the United States 
and India, since it is 
right on the border 
of Nepal, we were 
all unified in our 
efforts and intentions 
and our desires to 
help another culture, 

Nepal, to be their best. To see these four 
countries be united, work together, to 
live and respect each other, all because 
that was the best way to reach a goal was 
inspirational.  
Q: What does interconnectedness 
mean to you as an SSND?

Sister Claret: To be interconnected 
with people of other cultures and ways 
of living helps create an understanding 
that brings about the unity that Mother 
Theresa strived for. 
The richness that 
comes with being 
interconnected is a 
real blessing in my 
life.  

Sister Anne 
Arthur: We are 
all human beings, 
struggling along 
trying to love one 
another and to 
be loved. We are 
God’s people, all 
crawling, stumbling 
along, trying to love 
others for God.

Sister Jean: Interconnectedness is 
about recognizing the common threads of 
life in all its forms. On the outside, one 
may not see what is similar because the 
differences seem so great that they blind 
us. Yet, when we give time to reflection, 
contemplation to anything, we will begin 
to see the threads that connect us. I think 
that recognizing interconnectedness in 
our personal, communal, global lives 
fosters community. Community calls 
for relationship. Relationship calls for 
time together. Time together creates 
trust. We need more trust in our circles 
of life. Perhaps, with greater trust, we 
can lessen the damage that polarization 
causes because we will be more willing 
to dialogue with one another, even in 
disagreement.  l

Sister Anne Arthur 
Klinker, 75-year 

Jubilarian, ministered 
in Berlin, Germany 
and Nigeria, West 

Africa.

Sister Claret 
Feldhake, 60-

year Jubilarian, 
ministered in Sierra 
Leone, West Africa 

and Kenya, East 
Africa.

Sister Andre 
Maureen Soete, 

60-year Jubilarian, 
ministered in 

Bandipur, Nepal and 
Kyoto, Japan.

Sister Jean 
Greenwald, 

40-year Jubilarian, 
ministered in 

Eggenburg, Austria 
and Rome, Italy.
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80 Years
† Marie Grellinger

75 Years
Emma Buresh

Margaret Mary Dohms
Paul Mary Draxler

Ann Giese
Lalande Hennen

Anne Arthur Klinker
Mariel Kreuziger

Anita Marie Lischwe
Jane Resop

Anton Marie Voissem
Julie Wambach

John Ann Zettelmaier

70 Years
† Marie Esther Becker

Anne Boessen
Mary Patricia Caswell

Eileen Daudlin
Monica Marie Eilers

Angelee Fuchs
Linda Marie Hellebusch

Jane Marie Hotze
Mary Jane Jansen
Ellen Jean Klein

Marie André Miszewski
Marie Therese Nowakowski

Roger Marie Postl
† Mary Joseph Quichocho

Sharon Roedl
Mary Elizabeth Runde

Kieran Sawyer
Helen Settersten

Patricia Thies

Domenica Tocco
Nancy Carol Traeger
Marylene Venvertloh
Mary Ricardo Wolf

Therese Ann Zanmiller
Mary Elise Zettel

60 Years
Elleen Marie Beelman

Barbara Bitter
Susan Bunde

Claret Feldhake
Jeannette Fennewald
Charlotte Flarlong
Mary Kay Gosch

Phyllis Marie Grzeczka
Jacqueline Jost

Mary Monica Katsuragawa
Virginia Klesner

Marie Francine Koehler
Barbara Masch

Nancy McNemar
Karen Moore

Mary Loretta Murakami
Marilyn Orchard

Mary Anne Owens
Joan Penzenstadler

Mary Anne Schaenzer
Katherine Scheurer
Jean Marie Smith

Andre Maureen Soete
Mary Jane Tanaka
Donna Walerius
Mary Ruth Wand

50 Years
Katherine Braun
Annette Dobitz

LuAnn Jacobs
Mary Warner

40 Years
Jean Greenwald

25 Years
Paulina Raymond

† Deceased

View Jubilarian profiles at: 
www.ssndcp.org/jubilee25
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Rejoice with our Jubilarians

Jubilee 2025

Jubilee celebrations across the province
Our Lady of Lourdes, Milwaukee ~ June 2025

Most Holy Trinity, Covington, Louisiana ~ July 2025
St. Michael Catholic Church, Prior Lake, Minnesota ~ July 2025

Sancta Maria in Ripa, St. Louis ~ August 2025

http://www.ssndcp.org/jubilee25
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is to proclaim the good news as School Sisters
of Notre Dame, directing our entire lives toward
that oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent.

You Are Sent, Constitution of the School Sisters of Notre Dame

Love Gives Everything, Directional Statement of the 24th General Chapter, 2017 

Our Mission
is to proclaim the good news as School Sisters
of Notre Dame, directing our entire lives toward
that oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent.

Our Mission

Join us in the SSND Virtual Prayer Space!Join us in the SSND Virtual Prayer Space!

320 East Ripa Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63125-2897

Address Service Requested

Please join SSND, associates and others around the world in the Virtual Prayer 
Space: www.gerhardinger.org/virtual-prayer-room. Prayer intentions may be 
submitted at any time to be remembered throughout the month. On the 9th day of 
each month, they will be placed on the altar at St. Jakob Chapel at the Motherhouse 
in Munich. Currently in English, the Virtual Prayer Room will eventually be offered 
in 10 languages. If you wish to translate to another language, just use the translate 
feature on your search engine.

https://gerhardinger.org/virtual-prayer-room/

