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  Sponsors support Women’s Leadership Luncheon legacy  
 

 

Each year, we welcome the Women’s Leadership Luncheon as an opportunity
to learn from and be inspired by women who are positively and significantly
influencing their industries, organizations and communities. This year, our
keynote speakers, Dr. Margaret Flanagan and Dr. Sudha Seshadri, offered
technical insights into their research around Alzheimer’s and other
dementias. Attendees also heard some of the personal influences and stories
which motivate them to keep moving their work forward. Additionally, all
recognized the selfless and lasting gifts of the School Sisters of Notre Dame
(SSND) who have so profoundly contributed to this work via their
participation in the Nun Study.

For their generosity, which allows us to offer this event free of charge to our
attendees, we extend our sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks to
Presenting Sponsor, Ann Kampeter and our $5,000 Sponsors; Ascension,
Bayer, Jim Butler Auto Group, Catholic Housing Initiative, Agnes Lochmann,
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Midwest BankCentre, Mary Ellen Murphy, and Maggie and Hans Wiemann.
We also thank our Venue Sponsor, River City Casino & Hotel for their
hospitality.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sisters bring care and comfort to shelter pets  
 

 

“For me animals are like perfect creatures,” says Sister Andre Soete. “I feel
like I learn from them because they cannot be other than they are. A cat or
dog is just the animal that they are. Their behaviors are just what they can
be. I think of them as a model for human beings – be who you are. I think I
learn a lot of good things from cats.”

Now retired from their official ministries, Sister Andre, and her sister, Sister
Barbara Soete are both finding happiness and meaning in ministering to
shelter pets in the St. Louis area. Sister Andre focuses her efforts on helping
to socialize cats at Animal House, while Sister Barbara volunteers with dogs
at Humane Society of Missouri, both providing the positive reinforcement and
attention that helps lead to successful adoptions.
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Find Inspiration

 

 

 
Sisters across the province share sources of reflection for
Lent

 

 

 

“I think of Lent as a six-week retreat that challenges me to look more deeply
at my own response to God’s love. A poem that I have gone back to many
times over the years is Antonio Machado’s ‘The Wind, One Brilliant Day.’ God
has been so good to me and gifted me with gifts to share with others. This
poem asks the hard questions: How completely have I given my life to God
and for others? Where have I held back or squandered the gifts I’ve been
given? What have I done with the garden entrusted to me?” says Sister
Danielle Witt.

With several weeks of Lent remaining, sisters from across the province are
sharing a few of their favorite poems and writings as resources for inspiration
during this special season. We invite you to utilize these written words, as
well as the sister’s own reflection on their meaning, to help prepare for the
upcoming celebration of Easter.
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Consider a Gift

 

The many ways to give
 

For those inspired by the work of
SSND and considering ways to offer
support, there are many options for
doing so. Whether a one-time
donation or sustained giving plan, all
gifts help to provide for the ongoing
work of sisters in our local
communities and across the globe –
while also ensuring the care of the
sisters themselves upon retirement.

 

Support SSND

 

Mark your calendar
 

On Thursday, May 8, SSND will
participate in Give STL Day. This is a
special day of online giving to
promote and support the causes of
various nonprofits throughout St.
Louis, including SSND. Please mark
your calendar and plan to show your
support of SSND.
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Watch Here

Educators in all they do
 

In celebration of the success of the
2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
series we would like to share a video
highlighting how the research
collected from the Nun Study will
continue to be used in future studies
like Dr. Margaret Flanagan and Dr.
Sudha Seshadri discussed as
speakers at this year’s luncheons.
We also want to thank and honor all
the sisters that participated in the
Nun Study and continue to be
educators in all they do even after
death.

 

Listen Now

Be sure to catch up
 

In Season 5 of Called to Action
Episode 6: Atlantic-Midwest Province
Human Trafficking Committee, we
invite Sister Joan Pikiell from the
Atlantic-Midwest Province and a
member of the human trafficking
committee. Sister Joan shares her
story of becoming a SSND and some
history on when the Atlantic-
Midwest Province was created. We
also discuss why she became a
member of the human trafficking
committee and what they do to
advocate for the end human
trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831
 

 

 

Sister Joel Marie Mackay, March 2, 2025

Sister Aloyse Hessburg, March 2, 2025

Sister Guadalupe Zozaya, March 12, 2025

Sister Denay Ulrich, March 13, 2025

Sister Yolanda Latessa, March 17, 2025

Sister Marie Grellinger, March 17, 2025

View Obituary page

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter! 

Our next issue will be May 7, 2025.
For past issues, visit our eNewsletter Archives.
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School Sisters of Notre Dame

320 East Ripa Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63125

Phone: 314-561-4100
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