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Sisters engage and inspire in the spirit of Laudato Si’

In 2015, Pope Francis penned his encyclical letter Laudato Si’, urging all
people of the world to take action on the climate emergency and ecological
crisis. In 2021, in a heartfelt response to this call, the School Sisters of Notre
Dame Central Pacific Province (SSNDCP) dedicated themselves to a seven-
year effort to “live more simply, responsibly, and sustainably and to educate,
advocate and act in collaboration with others for the dignity of life and the
care of all creation.”

SSNDCP are now in year three of this important seven-year journey and
have found meaningful fellowship and success in evolving the goals of
Laudato Si’ into actionable ideas for daily life.
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WOMEN'S
LEADERSHIP
LUNCHEON

2025

The Nun Study to take center stage at Women’s Leadership
Luncheon

Each year, the Women’s Leadership Luncheon series offers attendees the
opportunity to connect with speakers and stories that are timely, engaging
and inspiring - and which relate to topics of importance for the School Sisters
of Notre Dame (SSND). In 2025, the Women’s Leadership Luncheon theme is
The Nun Study: Transforming the Future of Alzheimer’s Disease and
Other Related Dementias.

The Nun Study is a longtime study on aging, initiated by Dr. David Snowdon
in the late 1980s. The study followed 678 SSND, who as volunteers agreed to
participate in ongoing clinical evaluations of both cognition and physical
function over their lives, with donation of their brain after their deaths. While
the sisters who initially signed on for this study are no longer with us, the
impact of their work, and willingness to participate, lives on in new research
being conducted from their contributions.

For the 2025 luncheons, one of two current dementia research experts - Dr.
Margaret Flanagan, M.D. or Professor Sudha Seshadri, M.D. - will speak and
share on how the Nun Study influences and informs their research today.

Learn More
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UNSCRIPTED

: Rwl Staries From Sisters

A special experience

In this month’s Unscripted, Sister
Paulette Pass shares what it was like
to experience a Native American
sweat lodge ritual. This is just one of
the many spiritual experiences
Sister Paulette had during her
ministry work at Standing Rock
Indian Reservation in Sioux County,
North Dakota.

Hear Her Story
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Celebrating Foundation Day
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To celebrate the Foundation Day of
the School Sisters of Notre Dame on
October 24, SSND will feature a
special video on its website. The
video will look back at how the
congregation has evolved during its
191-year history and ahead to how
its charism continues to unfold. We
invite you to view the video
beginning October 24 as we honor
the sisters who continue to live out
the SSND mission every day.

Plan to View
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Please think of SSND

Giving Tuesday will take place this
year on Tuesday, December 3.
Please plan to join this global day of
online charitable giving by donating
to SSND. Your support helps sisters
in their ongoing ministries and
retirement needs. Your generosity is
appreciated!

Save the Date
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Pray with us

Please join sisters, associates and
others around the world in our
Virtual Prayer Room. Prayer
intentions may be submitted via the
simple online form and will be
remembered throughout the month.
On the 9th day of each month, they
will be placed on the altar at St.
Jakob Chapel at the Motherhouse in
Munich.

Offer a Prayer

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Monica Grathwohl, September 2, 2024

Sister Herman Marie Siebenmorgen, September 9, 2024
Sister Laurine Anne Luft, September 12, 2024

View Obituary page
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Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be November 6, 2024.
For past issues, visit our
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