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Sisters offer artful expressions on the importance of World
Environment Day

Today, June 5, is World Environment Day. This special day of awareness
encourages citizens of the world to consider their impact on the planet. More
than 140 countries recognize the day, which calls for governments, nonprofit
agencies, businesses and individuals to do their part to initiate positive
change to protect our global environment.

As a Laudato Si’ Congregation, School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND) Central
Pacific Province have committed themselves to “live more simply, responsibly
and sustainably and to Educate, Advocate and Act in collaboration with
others for the dignity of life and the care of all creation.” The SSND Laudato
Si’ committee has worked to implement various initiatives, including
recycling programs, sharing of plant-based recipes and ongoing education
efforts via thoughtful articles and discussions. We have invited sisters to
share their creative reflections on World Environment Day and what care
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of creation looks like to them. Sisters responded with a meaningful collection
of essays, poems, photographs and paintings.
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Sisters at The Sarah Community create a revitalized reading
space

After moving from Sancta Maria in Ripa, St. Louis, to The Sarah Community,
Bridgeton, Missouri, Sister Louise Bennecke found herself missing the
impressive library of her former home. Joined by Sisters Elaine AuBuchon
and Lorraine Soukup, the three began an effort to breathe new life into the
existing library room available to them at The Sarah Community. Through an
extensive organization effort and some creative display work, the space now
has the inviting look and feel of a proper library space to support the
enthusiastic readers who live there.
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Visit the SSND virtual prayer
space

Please join SSND, associates and
others around the world in the
Virtual Prayer Room. Prayer
intentions may be submitted via the
online form to be remembered
throughout the month. On the 9th
day of each month, they will be
placed on the altar at St. Jakob
Chapel at the Motherhouse in
Munich. Currently in English, the
Virtual Prayer Room will eventually
be offered in 10 languages. If you
wish to translate to another
language, simply use the translate
feature on your search engine.

SSND website offers new
digital media page

We've recently developed a digital
media landing page on our website,
merging all our podcasts and videos
in one easily accessible location. It's
exciting to have a dedicated space
to highlight our latest and most
impactful audio and video content.
Head over to the new digital media
page and see what we have - and
be sure to check in often for new
additions!
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Real sister stories

In this month’s Unscripted,
Provincial Leader, Sister Debra Marie
Sciano, shares what advice she
offers women interested in a
religious life. A new Unscripted will
be shared on Facebook each month,
be sure not to miss these real
stories from sisters! You can find
more SSND videos by visiting our
website.

Just off the press: Newsletter
Vol. 2

Our second Newsletter of the year is
out now. The cover story article is a
detailed, historical perspective of
women as educators. Learn how the
School Sisters of Notre Dame
expanded beyond German-language
schools to teach the changing
immigrant populations. Lots of other
great stories and news to read as
well!

"God has created us for heaven."

Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Barbara Marie McInturff, May 13, 2024

Sister Mary Ancilla Sakaguchi, May 23, 2024
Sister Anastasia Wehner, May 31, 2024
Sister Gladys Schmitz, June 2, 2024

View Obituary page
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Thank you for subscribing to our monthly eNewsletter!
Our next issue will be July 3, 2024.
For past issues, visit our
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