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2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

“Love is the bond that unites us with one 
another and with God.” 

~Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger 
Letter #949, December 8, 1850

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As I welcome you to the 2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon, I am forever grateful 

for your friendship and ongoing support of our sisters.  Your continued prayers, 

generous financial support and the many ways you serve our sister communities fills 

me with abundant joy, and I share with you today the blessings of our sisters in the 

Central Pacific Province and around the world who are impacted by your gifts.  We 

have just celebrated 190 years since our founding and so much has changed, but the 

ideals we are rooted in remain the same.  We can continue to serve our communities 

because of you.

These luncheons are our opportunity to recognize the unique impact and 

contributions that women make to our community and the broader world.  Our 

Province celebrates strong and empowering women leaders in Dallas, Milwaukee,  

St. Louis and St. Paul, Minnesota, and we are thrilled to welcome so many of you 

here today.

As you embrace the fellowship of those around you, we ask that you also keep this 

year’s theme Women as Peacemakers in a Fractured World of Violence in mind 

as you visit with one another.  Now more than ever before, our world is an ever-

changing place where communities and entire nations are facing challenges, strife 

and discord. Let us do our part and help make our communities more peaceful, one 

smile, one small gesture, one act of kindness at a time.

I want to give special thanks to our individual and corporate sponsors who made 

today’s free event possible while also supporting the ongoing urgent needs of the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame.

With peace, blessings and gratitude, 

Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader
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HIGHLAND
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL

Join us at 

Offering a one of a kind
education from preschool

through 8th Grade

TOP 10
REASONS

WHY
FAMILIES
CHOOSE

HIGHLAND
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL

 We care about each other.1.
 Everyone is welcome here.2.
 We live our faith.3.
 We develop the whole child4.
 Our teachers rock!5.
 Learning happens here.6.
 We are the right size.7.
 Our community is large but
tight-knit.

8.

 We have strong leaders and we
grow strong leaders.

9.

 We make it work for everyone!10.

HIGHLANDCATHOLIC.ORG
Learn More

LOCATED IN SAINT PAUL, MN  | 651.690.2477
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Program
Welcome Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader

Prayer Sister Donna Wermus, SSND 
Peace and Non-Violence Committee

Introduction of Speaker Christine Sorensen 
SSND Associate 

Keynote Speaker District Chief Stacy Murphy
Saint Paul Police Department
Peaceful Leadership at All Ranks –  
Having a Positive Impact from Your Seat

Q&A

Closing Remarks Heather Spann 
Resource Development Coordinator

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Thank you for joining us at our 
annual Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon! To give now, please 
scan the QR code using your 
mobile device.

Presenting Sponsor

4 



2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Stacy Murphy  
District Chief  
St. Paul Police Department

Stacy Murphy is currently the District Chief for the Western District 
at the Saint Paul Police Department. She has been with the Saint Paul 
Police Department for over 21 years. District Chief Murphy has worked 
in patrol, investigations, community engagement, administration, and 
numerous other roles throughout her career. She was selected as a 
member of the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team as a patrol 
officer and was the only woman on the team at that time. During her 
time with the Saint Paul Police Department, Stacy has risen through 
the ranks to her current position as the District Chief, running the 
Western District’s day-to-day operations and supervising over 100 
sworn employees. 

This summer, District Chief Murphy will be attending the FBI National 
Academy, which is a 10-week course in Quantico, Virginia for leaders 
in the law enforcement community. Less than 1% of law enforcement 
personnel worldwide have the opportunity to attend this specific 
training. 

Stacy enjoys being physically active and spending time outdoors, 
especially going for hikes with her dog, Laki. She will be participating 
in the 2024 Twin Cities Marathon by taking part in the 10-mile run. 

Speaker

5



2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

$5,000 Sponsors

$2,500 Sponsors

Kuske Family 
In memory of Mariellyn Kuske

Patricia Sheehan 
In honor of the continuing ministry of the SSND 

In memory of Jerome and Peggy Sheehan
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$1,000 Sponsors

Breitbach Family Dentistry 
In honor of Sister Kathleen Spencer, SSND

Juanita Hermann 
In memory of Sister Veronica Horvat, SSND

Rose Marie and Eugene Werner 
In memory of Sister Virginia Bieren, SSND

Jeanie Hansen 
In memory of Norma Smith
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Mary Benson 
In memory of Betty Ahlers

Gardner and Gardner 
Communications, Den  

and Sandy Gardner

Barbara and Louis Parisien 
In memory of Peggy Glass

Kathleen M. Ratican 
In memory of  

Sister Rose Franzwa, SSND 
In memory of  

Sister Harriet Horwath, SSND

Lucy Schmitz and  
Sharon Abbott 

In memory of  
Sister Patricia Baber, SSND

Totino-Grace High School

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

$500 Sponsors
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$250 Sponsors
Rita Bader 
In memory of  

Curtis and Marie Bader

Deacon Howard  
and Teresa Cameron 

In honor of  
Sister Joanne Dehmer, SSND 

In honor of  
Sister Margaret Lamberty, SSND

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School  
Twin Cities 

In honor of  
Sister Mary Willette, SSND

East Side Learning Center

Annette Hritz 
In memory of  

Sister Judith Ann Wagener, SSND

Alice and Tom Seuntjens

Trueman-Welters, Inc.

Barbara Zins

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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$100 Supporters$100 Supporters

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Becky Bates 
In honor of the  

SSND’s commitment to transform the world

Laurence and  
Ann Brown

Paul and Marlene Busch
Kathy Busch

Catherine A. Cich
Charles and  

Betty Danchertson
Rita Dillon 

In honor of  
Sister Paulette Pass, SSND

John Dorn 
In memory of  

Kathleen Birk Ruddy Dorn,  
GCA Class of 1961

Carrie and  
Patrick Feehan
Sharon Hanson
William Hoehn 

In memory of Frank Hoehn

Sharon and  
Robert Kelly

Lorraine Holcombe Keup 
In memory of  

Ila (Mrs. Charles) Holcombe
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$100 Supporters
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James and  
Kathleen Kirtz

Paul Knollmaier 
In memory of  

Virginia Knollmaier

Brian Majerus 
In memory of  

Elizabeth Heany Majerus 
In memory of  

Josephine Heaney Gorman

Mary Marso
M. Catherine Mayleben and Family

James and Mary Morelli
Patricia Oxley 

In memory of  
Red and Peggy Sheehan

John and Barb Passe 
In loving memory of  

Lawrence & Regina Passe and  
John& Mary Lou Schonweiler

Margaret  
Schoolmeesters

Melvin and  
Sharon Schreifels

Louise Blissenbach Stemp and David Stemp 
In memory of  

Sister Paul Therese Saiko, SSND
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$100 Supporters

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Thank you to all of our anonymous 
donors who helped to make  

this event possible.

Jim and Arleen Swanson 
In honor of  

all the SSND’s in the Winona-Rochester Diocese

Catherine Sweere 
In honor of Father John Kunz and Father Joe Fogal

Vincent and Mary Teuber

Karen Thimm 
In honor of Sister Kathleen Mary Kiemen, SSND
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$50 Supporters
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Anonymous 
In memory of all the deceased members of the former  

Mankato Province

M. Joyce Beyer 
In memory of  

Sister Mary Tacheny, SSND

Lynn and Ceal Caldwell 
In honor of  

Sister Lalonde Hennen, SSND

Elizabeth Merth Cole 
In memory of all the Hafner and Merth women who were SSNDs 

In honor of Sister Therese Marie Merth, SSND and  
Sister Ann Marie Merth, SSND

Leola Frame

Cheryl Hanks 
In honor of  

Sister Marion Welter, SSND

Nora Keenan

Monica Lynch 
In honor of  

Sister Loriann Stanton, SSND

Terese Mitchell 
In honor of  

Sister Catherine Schoenecker

Donna Nelson 
In honor of  

the Theresa Living Center 

Lawrence Nolan 
In memory of Mary Breiter Nolan
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$50 Supporters

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Carole Renner 
In honor of  

Sister Joanne Dehmer, SSND

Edward and Janice Rowley

Linda and Timothy Schreiber

Judith Schultz

Sandra Shannon 
In honor of  

Sister Midge Breiter, SSND

Patricia Spies

Marilou Welt 
In honor of  

St. Joseph’s School, Red Wing

Jane Welter-Nolan

Kathy Zieman 
In honor of  

Sister Rita Anne Kipka, SSND 
In honor of  

Sister Joan Fink, SSND

Madolane Zydowicz 
In honor of  

Sister Deanna Donahue, SSND
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To learn about the associate program visit  
www.ssndcentralpacific.org/get-involved/become-an-associate.

We invite women and men to become SSND 
associates and deepen their commitment to 

Christ’s mission.

Does the 
mission 

of  Christ 
tug at 
your 

heart?

School Sisters 
of Notre Dame 
Associates
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$25 Supporters

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Richard and Patricia Ahner 
In memory of  
Sister Veronica Kuehn, SSND

Kathi Denekamp 
In memory of  
Sister Paulissa Jirik, SSND’s gifts 
to all throughout the years, she 
was an angel to all

Barb Garding

Shannon and David Glynn

Rose Hermer

Vickie M. Johnson 
In memory of  
Jacki, Paul, and Richard Johnson

Pauline Malecha 
In memory of  
Sister Emiline Tuma, SSND 
In memory of  
Sister M. Arne’ Malecha, SSND 
In honor of  
Sister Francette Malecha, SSND

Anne Mulcrone 
In memory of  
Richard T. Mulcrone

Paul A. Schumacher 
Cindy Sherrett

Marcy Tupy

Everlyn Wentzlaff 
In memory of  
Sister Paulissa Jirik, SSND

Elizabeth Witt

We wish to thank our committee members for their support and 
friendship: Sister Adaire Lassonde, SSND, Sister Rita Jirik, SSND,

Annette Hritz, SSND Associate, Carrie Feehan

Thank you to our volunteers  
for all they do to make this event a success!

 

Thank you for attending our 2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon. 
All proceeds benefit the ministries of the sisters who devote their lives 

to creating positive, systemic change throughout the world.
If you would like to make a gift, you can scan the QR code  

on page 4, or make your check payable to  
School Sisters of Notre Dame.

Thank You!
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2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon 
Women as Educators

March 2025

Transforming the world through education

www.ssndcp.org

SSND Mankato 
11 Civic Center Plaza Suite 310, Mankato, MN 56001

Resource Development 
507-389-4230 | hspann@ssndcp.org


