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“Love is the bond that unites us with one 
another and with God.” 

~Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger 
Letter #949, December 8, 1850

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As I welcome you to the 2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon, I am forever grateful 

for your friendship and ongoing support of our sisters.  Your continued prayers, 

generous financial support and the many ways you serve our sister communities fills 

me with abundant joy, and I share with you today the blessings of our sisters in the 

Central Pacific Province and around the world who are impacted by your gifts.  We 

have just celebrated 190 years since our founding and so much has changed, but the 

ideals we are rooted in remain the same.  We can continue to serve our communities 

because of you.

These luncheons are our opportunity to recognize the unique impact and 

contributions that women make to our community and the broader world.  Our 

Province celebrates strong and empowering women leaders in Dallas, Milwaukee, 

St. Louis and St. Paul, Minnesota, and we are thrilled to welcome so many of you 

here today.

As you embrace the fellowship of those around you, we ask that you also keep this 

year’s theme “Women as Peacemakers in a Fractured World of Violence” in mind 

as you visit with one another.  Now more than ever before, our world is an ever-

changing place where communities and entire nations are facing challenges, strife 

and discord. Let us do our part and help make our communities more peaceful, one 

smile, one small gesture, one act of kindness at a time.

I want to give special thanks to our individual and corporate sponsors who made 

today’s free event possible while also supporting the ongoing urgent needs of the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame.

With peace, blessings, and gratitude,

Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader

1



2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Joy came to Notre Dame High School (NDHS), St. Louis, as a freshman 
from St. Margaret of Scotland/St. Francis Xavier College Church. Joy has 
demonstrated through her four years at Notre Dame the importance of 
understanding and appreciating differences. She has demonstrated her 
passions through leading, educating and executing opportunities to 
teach her peers about diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI).

Joy embodies living with justice, celebrating differences and supporting 
marginalized individuals. She is compassionate, confident and advo-
cates for students with diverse backgrounds. Joy’s impactful experi-
ence on a Solidarity Trip to the Border reinforced the importance of 
gaining knowledge and serving those seeking safety in America. 

Joy actively participates in DEI activities at NDHS, serving on the Stu-
dent Diversity Committee and as a Kairos leader. She promotes leader-
ship among young women by emphasizing their unique leadership 
qualities and importance in the world. 

She is a humble leader who prioritizes empowering others through 
service and education. She has dedicated over 150 hours to serving her 
community and school, showcasing her commitment to justice. She 
desires to become an educator in the future to continue to share her 
passion for justice with others. 

She was awarded the Dr. Martin Luther King Model of Justice Award 
for being a living example of justice, promoting allyship  
and celebrating diversity.

Joy Garavaglia  
Notre Dame High School Senior

Notre Dame High School is a  
sponsored ministry of the  
School Sisters of Notre Dame
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Program
Welcome Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader

Prayer Joy Garavaglia 
Notre Dame High School Senior

Introduction of SSND 
Who We Are Video

Roy Wunsch 
Women’s Leadership Luncheon  
Committee

Who We Are Video

Introduction of Speaker Roy Wunsch

Keynote Speaker Rabbi Susan Talve
Founding Rabbi, Central Reform  
Congregation, St. Louis, Missouri,
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Ashrei Foundation
“Radical Nonviolent Peacemaking  
Strategies – Secrets from the Women  
of the Torah”

Q&A

Closing Remarks Debbie Rohrich-Tyler, NDHS ‘87
Manager of Donor Relations and Events

Congratulate the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
(SSND) as Peacemakers who defy divisions and 
bring us all closer to Shalom for all.

Rabbi Susan Talve and the community 
of Central Reform Congregation

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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DRURYHOTELS.COM

free Hot Breakfast    
free 5:30 Kickback®   

free Wi-Fi

with more than 150 locations in 26 states.

Proud Sponsor of the Women’s Leadership Luncheon
hosted by School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province
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Rabbi Susan Talve  
Founding Rabbi, Central Reform  
Congregation, St. Louis, Missouri,
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Ashrei Foundation

Rabbi Susan was ordained by Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati in 1981, 
where she earned a master’s degree in Hebrew Letters and a Doctor of 
Divinity. She was honored with the college’s Stephen Levinson Award for 
community service after founding the Jewish Early Learning Cooperative, 
Ohio’s first licensed infant childcare program in the workplace. 

She was the first non-Christian to receive an honorary doctorate from Eden 
Theological Seminary in 2011 for a career of visionary and bold leadership and 
supporting interfaith relations in the St. Louis community. She was awarded 
honorary degrees from Washington University, St. Louis and at St. Lawrence 
University, Canton, New York, and has received many awards for her efforts 
on behalf of the Jewish and non-Jewish community.

Rabbi Susan Talve is the founding rabbi of Central Reform Congregation 
(CRC), the only Jewish congregation located within the city limits of St. 
Louis. When other congregations were leaving the city for the suburbs, 
Rabbi Susan joined with a small group to keep a vibrant presence in the city 
and to be on the front line of fighting the racism and poverty plaguing the 
urban center. 

Rabbi Susan has led her congregation in promoting radical inclusivity 
by developing ongoing relationships with African American and Muslim 
congregations and fostering civil liberties for the LGBTQ community. 

Speaker

continued on next page
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Hoeing Law 
Stefani Hoeing, JD 
56 Grasso Plaza 

Saint Louis, Missouri 63123 
Stefani@hoeinglaw.com 

(314) 833-4440 
Choice of a legal professional should not be based solely on advertising. 

Estate Planning · Probate Administration · Traffic Tickets · Small Business Planning 
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The core value of radical hospitality has made CRC a safe home for many 
marginalized individuals and groups. 

Access to quality affordable health care has always been a passion for 
Rabbi Talve. In 2007, she became a founding member and president of 
Missouri Health Care for All, a statewide grassroots advocacy organization 
that built a strong coalition for groups and individuals working to bring 
healthcare access to all Missourians. Rabbi Susan attributes her success to 
the relationships she has built by showing up; from street corners where 
violent crime has taken lives to rallies for worker’s rights, gun control and 
access to health care to the bedside of the suffering regardless of religion or 
membership in her community.

In 2022, Rabbi Susan founded the Ashrei Foundation, a non-profit created 
to empower and activate the St. Louis community and partners throughout 
Missouri to promote economic justice, relieve suffering, and interrupt cycles 
of poverty.
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Venue Sponsor

Presenting Sponsor
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$5,000 Sponsors
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$2,500 Sponsors

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

$5,000 Sponsors
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$1,000 Sponsors
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$1,000 Sponsors

Mary Frey
In honor of Sister Geraldine Neier, SSND

Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In memory of Sister Rose Ann Bacak, SSND

Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In memory of Sister Clarea Hotze, SSND

Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In honor of Sister Linda Jansen, SSND

The Honorable Andrew J. Gleeson
In honor of Sister Barbara Geers, SSND

Joan C. Harris
In honor of Sister Patricia Gravemann, SSND

Bruce Meredith and Mary Niederehe
In honor of Sister Margaret Berghold, SSND

Jean Buchana and Mary Cook

Catherine and Christopher Weide
In memory of Sister Carla Koestner, SSND

Loyce Williams
In honor of Sister Grace Marie Mueller, SSND

Claudia Wright, Sister Barbara Neist, SSND,  
and Mary Pancella

In honor of Sister Dorothy Venhaus, SSND

Marty Hoormann Campbell
In memory of Vivian Povard 

In memory of Sister Sharon Rempe, SSND 
In honor of Sister Karl Mary Winkelmann, SSND
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Robert Aiello

Alberici Constructors

Ashrei Foundation

Mary Ann Blowers 
In memory of  
Richard M. Blowers, Sr.

Dr. Tara Brooks, DVM

Commerce Trust Company

Sue Ehrhardt 
In memory of Sister Christian Marie 
(Carol) Ehrhardt, SSND

Joan C. Harris 
In honor of Jean Reust

Jesuits USA Central and  
Southern Province

Kutis Funeral Home, Inc.

MBhealth Insurance Agency

Karen Rengstorf 
In memory of Lily Rengstorf

Rosati-Kain Academy

Saint Louis Behavioral  
Medicine Institute

Martha M. Sherman

Society of the Sacred Heart 
United States Canada Province

Marguerite and Hans Wiemann

Your Optimal Healthcare ~ 
Mary Orris, NP

Thank you for joining us at our 
annual Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon! To give now, please 
scan the QR code using your 
mobile device.

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

$500 Sponsors
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$250 Sponsors
Affton-Lemay Chiropractic, 
Edward A. Hengel, DC 
In memory of  
Bill, Loretta and Gregory Hengel

Affton School District

AJ Wellness Pharmacy

Cathedral of St. Peter ~  
Belleville, Illinois 
In honor of all the SSND who have 
served at the Cathedral

Chris Bruell 
In honor of  
Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

Ann M. Corrigan

Dowling’s Auto Body

Bonnie and  
L. B. Eckelkamp, Jr.

Feed My People

Helen and William Gansler

Great Southern Bank

Hancock Place School District

Interfaith Partnership of 
Greater St Louis

Jewish Federation of St. Louis

Kohl Wholesale

Milhouse & Neal, LLP

NCJWSTL

Notre Dame High School  
Class of 1966

PMR Law, LLC

Alice and Bob Reinecke 
In memory of  
Victor and Rose Jansen

Sisters of St. Joseph  
of Carondelet

Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood

Bev and Jim Wharton 
In memory of  
Sister Joanella Bextermiller, SSND

Gloria and William Zimmers

Thank you SSND for your 
commitment to transforming 
the world through education.

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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$100 Supporters

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Adorers of the Blood of Christ

Bauer Sisters, NDHS ’67, ’69, 
’73, 75, and ‘79 
In memory of  
our mother, Dolores Bauer  
(who passed away exactly one year 
ago March 4)

Rosalind Blocker,  
SSND Associate 
In memory of  
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Yvette Bojorquez 
In memory of Aleda Barton

Catholic Knights & Ladies of 
Illinois Country Club

James and Jane Ebel

Susan Fox Fagan 
In memory of  
Sister Eleanor Ewertz, SSND

Richard Fichter 
In memory of Sharon Fichter

Mary L. Greaser 
In memory of  
Sister Shirley Greaser, SSND

Marlene Gruenewald

Rev. Msgr. Raymond Hampe

Debra and Timothy Havens

Alan K. Helm 
In memory of Reverend Gerold A. 
Schubert, OFM

Kathy Kelleher Hagedorn

Kirsten and Keith Kempker 
In honor of my mom, Nanette Ellis

Rose Anne Kimbell 
In memory of Mary Lynn Goessling

Roger and Becky Lawrence

Alice (Brug) Levantino,  
NDHS ‘51 
In memory of Joseph J. Levantino

Merrell A. Massmann 
In memory of Ruth M. Massmann

Steve Maune 
In memory of Yvonne Maune

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meyer

Annette and Urban Molitor

Ann and James Mueller

Florence Murphy

Judy Murphy

Linda Neuner

Gari-Anne Patzwald 
In honor of  
Sister Marlene Manney, SSND
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$100 Supporters

Carolyn and Stephen Binder

Rich and Pat Bradley 
In honor of  
Sister Celine Schumacher, SSND

Mary Cook

Elaine Dempsey

Mimi Kloud Duncan

Nan and Howard Ellis

Madonna Emht 
In memory of A. Robert Emht

Mary Emke 
In memory of Emelia Emke

Jim Feltmann Family 
In memory of Isabella Feltmann

Gloria Gray 
In memory of Trinity Buel

Joren Hanrahan

Michael G. Harkins 
In memory of  
Sister Alma Wilson, SSND

John and Carmen Hensley 
In honor of  
Sister Lou Pangelinan, SSND 
In honor of SSND Sisters

Sharon Sanders

Carolyn Sedabres 
In memory of Gilbert V. Sedabres

Eileen Stanley

Norma Struemph

Jeanne Sullentrup 
In memory of  
Sister Carol Sullentrup, SSND

Margaret Sullivan, PhD

Dolores Sunkel

Elizabeth and Joseph Vogler

Sally Williams and Brad Bissell 
In honor of Mary (Hug) Williams

Elaine Wingbermuehle 
In memory of  
Sister Mary Paul Holdmeyer, SSND

Anonymous 
In memory of  
Sister Mary Paul Holdmeyer, SSND

Sharon Graham Yelton

Connie Yenzer
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Anonymous 
In memory of  
Sister Valeria Beuke, SSND

Jean Leonhardt 
In honor of  
Sister Nancy Becker, SSND

Margaret Lipa

Donna Masterson

Mary Maue

Mary Ann McGann 
In memory of  
Sister Mary Magdalen Wieck, SSND

Lynn Meeker 
In honor of  
Sister Mary Beth Reissen, SSND

Rosemary Morgan 
In memory of Agnes Paskas

Sarah Anne Patz &  
Howard Nathanson 
In honor of Rabbi Susan Talve

Debbie Rohrich-Tyler, NDHS 
’87 and Farrell Tyler 
In memory of  
Dr. John M. Blalock, DC 
In memory of Jed Moss

Charles Simmons

Jan Sorth

John Spring 
In honor of  
Sister Jane Frances Wand, SSND

Family of Marietta Winkeler

Jeannine Kabbes Winkle

Margaret Repking-Asbury  
and John Asbury

Thomas F. Barnhouse 
In memory of Mrs. Ann V. Barnhouse

Jolene Dellinger Battles,  
NDHS ‘66 
In memory of 
Janet Dellinger Pinski, NDHS ‘71

Carol Blaies

Susan DeFrank 
In memory of  
Sister Fatima Carcamo, SSND 
In honor of  
Sister Teresita Gonzales, SSND 
In honor of  
Sister Carol Grawe, SSND

Barb (Klein) Elder 
In memory of Ken Elder, Jr.

Mary E. Factor
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Suzanne Faletti

Carolyn Farrell

Joan Farris 
In memory of  
Sister Catherine Kroeger, SSND

Queen Esther Frazier 
In memory of Linda D. Frazier Ford

Joel C. George, Jr. 
In memory of George Family

Susan and Jim Gieseke

Eleanor Jane Kenkel Gray 
In memory of  
Sister M. Gertrude Kenkel, SSND

Elaine and Edwin Greaving 
In memory of  
Kathleen Hickey Greaving

Brigid and Terry Hobbs 
In memory of Marlene Kimutis

Marilyn and Fred Hummel

Ann and David Kopp 
In memory of  
our past Notre Dame teachers

Carol Lesko

Jane and Joseph Kowzan

Rev. Barbara (Rotan) Mattus, 
RCWP 
In honor of my NDHS  
classmates of 1959

Loretta Mansfield Jones

Beth Metzger Murphy

Joan M. Moehl 
In memory of  
Sister Wilmette Debrecht, SSND

Lois Morgan

Yvonne and Roy Nomura 
In honor of the  
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Denise and Tim Oakley

Geri Pitti 
In memory of Rosa Pitti

Sharon Plankenhorn 
In memory of  
Lista M. and James O. Plankenhorn

Jerry and Peggy Poepsel 
In memory of Margaret R. Durst

Debbie Rohrich-Tyler, NDHS 
’87 and Farrell Tyler 
In honor of  
Kathleen Bucher Rohrich, NDHS ‘64 
In memory of  
Dorothy Rohrich Blunt, NDHS ‘68

Sharon Savens

Ginny Schrappen

Ana G. Schulz

Donna Sciuto 
In memory of  
Lorrie Schmittgens Madorin
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Full Service Tree Company 
Specializing in tree removal, trimming and stump grinding 

Women Owned       Fully insured 

Gatewaytreecare.com 636-600-1396 
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Catherine Metzger Stenger 
In memory of  
Sister Paul Clare Reinert, SSND

Michele and Creig Sterrett 
In memory of  
Sister Kathryn Hoener, SSND

Joe and Barb Stevens

Mary Beth Thomas

Marsha Towner 
In memory of  
Sister Cynthia Brinkman, SSND

Carol A. Sullentrop Waide, 
NDHS ‘66

Jeanne Ryan Wanner 
In honor of  
Sister Rose Bast, SSND 
In memory of  
Sister M. Kara Ryan, SSND

Sharon A. Weck, AND ‘59

Anonymous 
In memory of Kathryn Dorr 
In memory of Eleanor Helfrich

Margaret Yohe 
In memory of  
Sister Wilmette Debrecht SSND

Donna and Joseph Zerrusen
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Patty 
Morrow, MA, LPC
Vice President –  
Behavioral Services
Mercy

Mercy is proud to honor Patty Morrow, who currently serves as Vice 
President of Behavioral Health Services for the Mercy Health System. Patty 
began her career in the mental health and social service field 33 years ago 
after graduating from St. Louis University School of Social Work (1990) and 
Webster University’s Graduate Counseling Psychology Program (1995). Patty 
has worked in professional and clinical roles as a community-based social 
worker and therapist, largely with women and families impacted by mental 
illness and substance-use disorders.

Over the last 24 years, Patty has served as a behavioral healthcare leader, 
developing and implementing a broad range of services to increase access 
to mental healthcare, including the launch of Mercy’s technology-enabled 
virtual behavioral health program that is now serving 32 Mercy hospitals 
across 3 states. In addition, Patty led efforts to start up an integrated 
behavioral health program within Mercy’s primary care network, which 
delivers access to behavioral healthcare to 300 primary care clinics.
Patty is very grateful for the many colleagues that have contributed to her 
professional fulfillment and development over many years. She is particularly 
indebted to the people with behavioral health challenges, whom she has 
served over the years, that have enriched her life in countless ways. 

Women Honorees

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Thank you to all of our anonymous donors who 
helped to make this event possible.
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Sister Janice  
Fennewald, SSND
Transportation  
Coordinator, School  
Sisters of Notre Dame  
Central Pacific Province
Jim Butler Auto Group

On behalf of Jim Butler Auto Group, we are pleased to honor Sister Janice 
Fennewald. To know Sister Janice is to know love, peace and God’s grace.  
Her commitment to Christ and his children along with her undeniable 
sacrifices are to say the least, exemplary. She brings laughter and joy to all 
around her. With all our love, we thank you, Sister Janice. You are a beautiful 
light in our lives.

Women Honorees

Jami Waldron
SVP, Treasury  
Management Services
Midwest BankCentre

We enthusiastically nominate Jami Waldron to be recognized at the 
2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon. Jami’s commitment to exceptional 
customer service in Treasury Management is unparalleled. She truly cares 
about her clients and it shows — taking a hands-on approach to onboarding 
new customers and giving personalized attention to each one. Her 
dedication to her customers extends to their financial protection as well, 
proactively educating them on detecting, preventing, and navigating fraud. 
Within the organization, Jami’s successful efforts in negotiating a key service 
provider contract have significantly enhanced the Bank’s returns. Jami’s 
contributions to the Bank and the community extend beyond her role. She is 
a linchpin in our Commercial Team, embodying the essence of a great leader 
and true peacemaker through her ability to build bridges and foster success.

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Lauren Mueller
Board President
Notre Dame High School

Lauren Morrison Mueller is 2007 alumna of Notre Dame High School. In 
the spirit of being ever loyal to her alma mater, Lauren has jumped in 
wholeheartedly as the President of the Notre Dame High School’s Board 
of Directors these past two years.  Lauren has done an exceptional job 
organizing and streamlining roles and responsibilities of those serving on the 
board to further enhance its work. Prior to her term on the board, Lauren 
was a consistent donor, volunteer, and supporter of Notre Dame High 
School.  Lauren can be found helping with school productions and dance 
recitals, working a booth at the school’s annual Fall Festival, and attending 
various school events and functions.  In addition to serving Notre Dame 
High School, professionally Lauren is employed by FORVIS, LLP as the Senior 
Manager, HR Shared Services.  Lauren is also a wife and mother of three 
young children. Lauren truly embodies the mission of Notre Dame High 
School of being a confident, compassionate Christian woman leader, and we 
are thrilled to recognize the contributions she has made to the school.

Women Honorees

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Help John O’Leary Live Inspired 
celebrate them by nominating them here:

Do you know someone living On Fire For Good?
Someone who is grateful for all they have, joyful in all they 
do, and positively changing the world one life at a time. 

www.JohnOLearyInspires.com 
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Sister Honorees
Sister Rose Ann Bacak 
Honored by Jack and Georgie Gibbs
The Bacak family was a prominent family in St. Elizabeth’s Parish in 
Alice, Texas, in the 1950’s. I went to school with the Bacak children 
at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic School, staffed by the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame at that time. Rose Ann was two years ahead of 

me in school, and her brothers, James and Hank, were before and after me. 
I remember Rose Ann was an excellent student, a very pretty girl, and active 
in church. Her sister, Barbara, was several years younger and the baby of the 
family, and also a very pretty girl, and favorite with the sisters.

Sister Margaret Berghold
Honored by Bruce Meredith & Mary Niederehe
Sister Margaret is my aunt, and it is difficult to imagine a better 
aunt. She is thoughtful, kind and so much fun. Recently, Sister 
Margaret celebrated her 100th birthday and our whole family 
was able to describe how Sister Margaret’s intellect, kindness 

and good humor had enriched our lives. We were able to hear how Sister 
Margaret’s teaching, tutoring and compassion had done so for others. Today 
we celebrate, as Jesus did, the peacemakers and Sister Margaret is truly a 
peacemaker. Her smile is given to all. She holds no grudges, always seeks to 
include, never exclude. She is passionate about teaching and education because 
she believes the more people understand about the world and each other, the 
more they would love both God and their neighbors.

Blessings on all Women 
who Serve as Peacemakers!

www.daughtersofcharity.org

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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EMILY HAYDEN-COOK
2 0 0 8  G R A D U A T E  O F  N O T R E  D A M E

You've helped
make me who I am

3 1 4 - 2 0 2 - 9 3 1 2
E m i l y @ L u x R E c o . c o m

L u x R E c o . c o m

SCHOOL SISTERS
THANK YOU

FOR ENRICHING
THE LIVES OF OUR

COMMUNITY

L U X R E C O
L U X E M B E R G  R E A L T Y  C O

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

THE WOW EFFECT. ALL DAY LONG.
LUXURY ON LOCATION HAIR & MAKEUP

Amy Ecker Flores, Notre Dame High School, Class of  1986
Email: manifestingbeauty1.com | Cell: 314.445.4543

www.manifesting-beauty.com
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Sister Honorees
Sister Barbara Geers
Honored by Honorable Andrew J. Gleeson
We all hold the memories of our Catholic grade school education 
dear. Mine are at Holy Angels school in East St. Louis, Illinois and 
began in the classroom of Sister Barb Geers, who I knew as Sister 
Marie Rosaire at the time. Sister Barb encouraged us to master 

reading and we excitedly accessed the SRAs that were in the back of that first-
floor classroom. I love reading and words to this day. She was a kind but firm 
teacher who loved the St. Louis Baseball Cardinals. That makes the year 1967 
happy and memorable for she and I and for the 1967 World Champion Cardinals.
Thank you, Sister Barb, as your contribution to my life that year has literally 
lasted a lifetime. 

Sister Patricia Gravemann 
Honored by Joan C. Harris
In honor of my dear cousin for her dedication and extra efforts 
to support the SSND retired sisters.  She is always uplifting!

Sister Clarea Hotze  
Honored by Jack and Georgie Gibbs
Sister Clarea taught 7th and 8th grade at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
School in Alice, Texas, in the 1950’s. I attended her classes in 1953-
54 and 1954-55. She was a very inspirational teacher and expected 
the best from her students. She was a joyful and cheerful person, 

but a strict disciplinarian. She gave me the love of learning and the mastery of 
good study habits that carried me easily through public high school, college and 
later in life. Aside from my parents, Sister Clarea was the first major influence 
on my life. 

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Sister Honorees

Sister Carla Koestner  
Honored by Catherine Weide
Sister Carla had a huge impact on my life. I took private piano 
lessons from her from 2nd grade until college. She also taught 
me to play the organ in church. Through those years, she and 
the rest of the sisters were a place of refuge, encouragement 

and love. She helped me be a strong person and confident in myself. I moved 
on to college and found a wonderful man to marry. My husband and I lived 
most of our life on the East Coast and then Florida. On our summer trips to 
Iowa, we would often stop in Burlington and then St. Louis to see her. At 
first she was disappointed that my husband was not Catholic, and he was not 
converting. But after several trips to St. Louis, she told me that he has been, 
and is, a good husband and father. He cares so much about me to go out of 
his way to visit a convent on our vacation.  

Sister Linda Jansen 
Honored by Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In honor of Sister Linda Jansen and her 62 years of service 
with the School Sisters of Notre Dame.  My wife and I traveled 
from Texas to attend the signature event in 2019, at the 
Motherhouse and Sister Linda hosted us for several days. She 

took us to visit the grave of Sister Clarea Hotze, who taught me in Alice, 
Texas. She also took us to The Sarah Community to visit Sister Mary Helen 
Hotze, Sister Clarea’s sister. Since that visit, Sister Linda has kept us informed 
about SSND activity through her continued contact with us.

Sister Rosemary Hufker 
Honored by Gerry Hufker
In memory of my big sister who meant so much to the family and 
to the SSND.  We are grateful for all the work that she has done.

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Sister Grace Marie Mueller 
Honored by Loyce Williams
I have known dear Sister Grace for many years. She was 
a lay teacher at the Academy of Notre Dame in Belleville, 
Illinois, when I was a student in the early to mid-fifties. The 
parishioners at St. Luke Parish in Belleville, were blessed 

with her presence from 1991 to 2014. It is difficult to put into words how 
she was always there in good and bad times for each individual. She 
encouraged everyone, regardless of age, color, background or situation. 
She supported the Inner Faith Council, those living with AIDs and HIV, The 
Homeless Coalition, the parents of gay and lesbian children and more. 
She saw possibilities for growth and spiritual development for everyone, 
including me. It’s a blessing and an honor to know Sister Grace Mueller.

Sister Honorees

Sister Geraldine Neier 
Honored by Mary Frey
As a child I remember Sister Geraldine attending our family 
reunions. My cousins and I were always in awe of her. She wore 
a habit, taught school, played the organ for mass and she was 
fun to be around. I had an extra privilege as Sister Geraldine 

was the flower girl in my mother and father’s wedding. Later, when Sister 
Geraldine was in Africa, my mother (always a great letter writer-she knew 
cursive) corresponded with her. Mom always looked forward to her letters. 
Mom and Sister Geraldine’s brother Carl shared the letters and adventures 
in Africa. They always prayed for her safe return. God must have heard their 
prayers, as she was able to escape a very unsafe situation and return home.
I am happy to say Sister Geraldine is a relative of mine and I am privileged to 
honor her today.

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Find the right care right away
at MercyNow.net

No slowing 
you down.

Scan here or visit 
MercyNow.net

Office Visit Mercy-GoHealth 
Urgent Care

Video Visit Mercy 
Express Care

Mercy on Call
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Sister Frances Padberg 
Honored by Rabbi Susan Talve 
I would like to honor Sister Frances of blessed memory who 
inspired many to live and laugh and love more fiercely as 
she worked for justice as a peacemaker.  She was a religious 
woman of deep faith and a friend.

Sister Dolores Shea 
Honored by Jean Buchana, SSND Associate
Sister Dolores was my mentor in guiding me as I studied to 
be a School Sisters of Notre Dame associate. She was always 
gentle and kind. We remained friends while she lived at Sancta 
Maria in Ripa, St. Louis, and at The Sarah Community, Bridgton, 
Missouri. I miss her.

Sister Honorees

Sister Dorothy Venhaus
Honored by Sister Barbara Neist, SSND, Mary Pancella  
and Claudia Wright
In honor of Sister Dorothy Venhaus, who enriched the lives of 
many as a music educator and organist both here and for many 
years in Japan.
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Facilitating business growth and community economic
development in St. Louis City and County.

314.615.7663 - @STLPartnership

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Join other women from Affton & Lemay! 
Along with networking, the goal for this small

group is to share, support, educate, and
encourage fellow women in the Chamber. 

Each meeting will focus on topics and issues
relevant to women in the workplace.

WWW.AFFTONLEMAYCHAMBER.COM

314.631.3100
9815  Mackenz ie  Road
Af f ton ,  Missour i  63 123

Women's Networking Group
 Mon th l y  on  3 rd  Thu r sday  @  9 :00  am

Sharpshoo te r s  P i t  &  Gr i l l
8 135  Gravo i s  Road ,  63 123

/groups/brewafftonlemay
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Thank you  
SSND for your commitment 

to transforming the world 
through education.
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Thank you 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 

for your commitment to 
transforming the world through 

education.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL 

Get a quote today

Insurance made easy.
It's called service.

Agent

8913 Gravois Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63123-4623

Bus: 314-481-1300
tammy@stlautoquote.com
       
        

T Luechtefeld Ins Agcy Inc

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Join Us 
May 9, 2024,  

and  
support SSND 

on  
Give STL Day!
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AMERICAN EAGLE WASTE

We are a 100% locally owned 
veteran company.

We offer Roll-off dumpster rentals:
10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 yards for spring 

cleaning or construction jobs.

Call (314) 631-8381
or

visit our website:
americaneaglewaste.com
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e

John Miller
Massage Therapist

(314) 580-2680
(314) 832-3300

Best Wishes For 

TThhee  SScchhooooll  SSiisstteerrss  ooff  NNoottrree  DDaammee’’ss
WWoommeenn''ss  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  LLuunncchheeoonn

In loving memory

Dr. John M. Blalock, DC

e
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Love… Care… Unde s a di .

636.733.7000 • DelmarGardens.com  
Family Owned & Operated Since 1965 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
DELMAR GARDENS OF CHESTERFIELD

636.532.0150
DELMAR GARDENS OF CREVE COEUR

314.434.5900
DELMAR GARDENS OF MERAMEC VALLEY

636.343.0016
DELMAR GARDENS OF O’FALLON

636.240.6100
DELMAR GARDENS ON THE GREEN

636.394.7515
DELMAR GARDENS NORTH

314.355.1516
DELMAR GARDENS SOUTH

314.842.0588
DELMAR GARDENS WEST

314.878.1330

Retirement, Assisted Living
& Memory Care

CHESTERFIELD VILLAS
636.532.9296

GARDEN VILLAS
314.434.2520

GARDEN VILLAS OF O’FALLON
636.240.5560

GARDEN VILLAS NORTH
314.355.6100

GARDEN VILLAS OF SOUTH
314.843.7788

Other Services
DELMAR GARDENS HOME CARE

636.733.7330

CORUM HEALTH SERVICES PHARMACY
636.733.7333

DELMAR GARDENS PRIVATE SERVICES
636.733.7100 

PATHWAYS HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
636.733.7399

SPECIALIZED WOUND MANAGEMENT
636.536.0183

Medical Services,
Equipment & Orthotics

MED RESOURCES
Main Office: 636.733.7200

Retail Store (Chesterfield): 636.530.4500
Retail Store (Alton, IL):  618.466.5632
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proud sponsor

  22002244  SSSSNNDD
WWoommeenn’’ss  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  LLuunncchheeoonn

Saint Louis, MO
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In the community
for the community

Money-saving loans

Convenient accounts

Anytime, anywhere access

(314) 544-5050
 

www.1stmocu.org

Federally insured 
by NCUA

1690 Lemay Ferry Rd.

St. Louis, MO 63125

4102 First Missouri CU Dr.

St. Louis, MO 63129
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K������

Contact 
Larry Keeton 

(314) 799-9603

Catering available for your 
private party needs.
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NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL

BLUE AND WHITE GALA

Notre Dame students enjoy various activities with the School Sisters of Notre Dame throughout the year.

A sponsored ministry of the School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province

APRIL 20,  2024

2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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MEMBER FDIC | NMLS #685869

Choosing to make a difference in  

the  St. Louis region can be as easy  

as choosing where you bank.

At Midwest BankCentre, 

$95 out of every $100 
deposited locally stays 
in the St. Louis region, 

to build St. Louis area 

businesses and families.

MidwestBankCentre.com  

 BANK LOCAL.
 MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Thank you, School Sisters 
of Notre Dame for your 
commitment to our community!
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573-615-7500
Columbia, MO 65201
2900 Trimble Rd suite 103

Columbia, MO

314-492-2325
St Peters, MO 63304
6123 Mid Rivers Mall Dr

St Peters

314-942-3535
Brentwood, MO 63144
9040Manchester Rd
St Louis-Brentwood

(636) 220-6087
Chesterfield, MO 63017

159 Lamp and Lantern Village
St Louis-Chesterfield (Town and Country)

NothingBundtCakes.com
Order Online Today!

NothingBundtCakes.comNothingBundtCakes.com
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www.orlandogardens.com 

 

● 2 Event & Conference Centers 
 

● 56 Years of catering experience  
    to St. Louis’ most unique  
    event venues! 

   

 ...specializing in delicious food,  
unique  presentation, and 

first class service!  
 

Call For Details 

Maryland Heights 
 314-453-9000 

South County 
314-638-6660 
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倀䔀吀䔀刀 䴀⸀ 刀伀䠀刀䤀䌀䠀 䤀䤀䤀
倀䴀刀 䰀䄀圀 䰀䰀䌀Ⰰ

Thank You To

The School Sisters of Notre Dame 
for 

Their Many Years of Ministry!

(314) 609-9287 | peter@pmrlawyer.com 
2718 West Osage, Pacific, Missouri 63069 
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To learn about the associate program visit  
www.ssndcentralpacific.org/get-involved/become-an-associate.

We invite women and men to become SSND 
associates and deepen their commitment to 

Christ’s mission.

Does the 
mission 

of  Christ 
tug at 
your 

heart?

School Sisters 
of Notre Dame 
Associates
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Strengthening the community through:   

www.TheHousingPartnershipSTL.org 

Thank you School Sisters of Notre Dame 
for your support of the Lemay community  

and The Housing Partnership!  

Affordable home development in Lemay 

1st time Homebuyer Services with access 
to Downpayment Assistance  
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At Tutor Doctor Affton Crestwood, we are dedicated to helping you become 
a better learner so you can confidently move forward on your educational 
path to success. We recognize that some children and adults will need 
additional guidance outside of the classroom as everyone learns at their own 
pace. Whether you or your child needs help with a particular subject in 
school or requires a unique approach to learning, our private in-home and 
online tutoring services can help. 

Every person’s learning style and ability is unique, which is why we go above 
and beyond to tailor our tutoring approach. Whether you have a special 
learning need or require additional support with a particular subject, we will 
help you develop the skills you need to be successful in the future. 

www.tutordoctor.com/affton-crestwood 

FB: Tutor-Doctor-Affton-Crestwood-105348611746444 

Call us today for your complimentary in home consultation!  
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Please contact us for your next 
corporate meeting, event, wedding, 

or hotel room block needs!

River City Casino & Hotel
(314) 388–7810  •  RCC_Group_Sales@PennEntertainment.com

Hollywood Casino St. Louis
(314)770–7734  •  STL-Sales@PennEntertainment.com

Must be 21 to gamble. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-BETS-OFF.

50 



2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Past Speakers
2023 Michelle Russo Steeg, MA, LPC, NCC

MCS Counseling,  
Notre Dame High School, Class of 2001

2022 Aamina B. Akhtar, M.D
Chief Medical Officer  
Mercy Hospital South

2021 Shannon Hauf
Senior Vice President and  
Head of Seed Production  
Innovation 
Bayer Crop Science

2020 Ann Cuielette Marr
Executive Vice President, Global Human Resources 
World Wide Technology, Inc.

2019 Kimberly A. Ritter
Director of Development, Senior Account Manager 
Nix Conference & Meeting Management

2018 Susan Block
Family Lawyer, retired Circuit Judge,  
Founder of Caring for Kids, Inc.

2017 Donna Heckler
Director of Communications, Society of the Sacred Heart

2016 The Honorable Anne-Marie Clarke 
Family Court Commissioner, Hearing Officer 
Alumna of Rosati-Kain High School-St. Louis, 1967

2015 Patricia Martens Balke, Ph.D.
Educator, Author, Psychotherapist, Volunteer, NDHS ‘61

2014 Lynne M. Jackson
President and Founder, Dred Scott Heritage Foundation

2013 Bridget McDermott Flood
Executive Director, Incarnate Word Foundation

2012 Maureen Hermann
President, Marian Middle School

Marsha Benney, CPA
Chief Financial Officer 
Midwest BankCentre

Wanda Kolo, LEED AP
Director, Sustainable Operations 
 & Construction Management 
St. Louis Zoo
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Acknowledgements

Thank you for attending our 2024 Women’s Leadership Luncheon. All 
proceeds benefit the ministries of the sisters who devote their lives to 

creating positive, systemic change throughout the world.  

If you would like to make a gift, you can scan the QR code on page 12, 
donate by credit card at the registration desk or make your check payable to  

School Sisters of Notre Dame.  

We would like to thank our volunteers from  
Notre Dame High School for serving as greeters today:

Kayden Baer

Valentina Carrillo

Kathy Doan

Anna Goga

Nija Green

Danait Hagos

Dasia Harris

Josie Hensley

Elizabeth Merrill

Payton Noce
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We wish to thank the advisory committee members  
for their support and friendship: 

Sister Janice Fennewald, SSND
Sister Joanne Hanrahan, SSND

Amira Jahic, AJ Wellness Pharmacy
Jess Lepage, Nations Network – Keller Williams Realty

Angie Schmid, Independent Consultant, Jordan Essentials
Dr. Ruth Wagner, Bayer

Amanda Willis, Willis Real Estate
Roy Wunsch, Haven Recovery Homes
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Transforming the world through education

SSND St. Louis 
320 East Ripa Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63125

Resource Development 
314-633-7032 | drohrichtyler@ssndcp.org

www.ssndcp.org

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon 
Women as Educators

March 3, 2025 
River City Casino & Hotel Event Center 

St. Louis, Missouri


