
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
April 5, 1944

Baptism 
April 23, 1944

Profession 
 July 31, 1965

Death 
  November 14, 2020

Burial 
Sancta Maria in Ripa 
Cemetery, St. Louis

Sister Rosel Marie Feder

On April 5, 1944, the second child was born to Celeste (Behrmann) and Rob-
ert Feder in St. Louis. She was baptized on April 23, 1944, at the Church 

of Resurrection in St. Louis and named Susan Janalyn. With her older brother, 
Steve, the family awaited their father’s return home from military service in 
World War II.

Susan attended St. Bernadette Grade School at Jefferson Barracks and the 
family lived in one of the former barracks by the parade ground. At the age 
of seven, she started to play the piano and began a life-long relationship with 
music. She enrolled at Notre Dame High School and once again had School 
Sisters of Notre Dame as her teachers. Susan was awarded two music scholar-
ships and chose to continue her education at Webster College (now University) 
in St. Louis.

During her freshman year, Susan realized that she was being called to religious 
life. She received the postulant veil on August 25, 1963 at Sancta Maria in Ripa, 
St. Louis. She was received into the novitiate on July 30, 1964 at St. Louis Ca-
thedral and given the name Rosel Marie. She pronounced first vows on July 31, 
1965 and final vows on July 31, 1970. She received a bachelor’s degree in music 
theory from the former Notre Dame College, St. Louis, in 1966. During her 
years in formation, she learned from Sister Theoda Wieck the meaning of musi-
cal prayer in the celebration of liturgies.

Sister Rosel Marie began her teaching career at All Souls, Overland, Missouri.  
During the following 14 years, she taught music on the secondary level at St. 
Anthony, Effingham, Illinois; Althoff  Catholic High School, Belleville, Illinois; 
Notre Dame High School, Cape Girardeau, Missouri and Duchesne High 
School, St. Charles, Missouri.  

From 1982-1987, she was the liturgist at the former St. Louis Province moth-
erhouse. She then spent four years teaching at the Notre Dame International 
School in Rome, Italy, while living at the Generalate. She taught music and 
religion to students from 32 different countries. Returning to the United States, 
Sister Rosel Marie taught at St. Mary, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and was mu-
sic director for the parish. 

For a sabbatical, she chose to enter the Creation Centered program at Holy 
Names College, Oakland, California, and to focus her interest in music as 
a spiritual path. After receiving a master’s degree in Spirituality from Holy 
Names College in 1995, Sister Rosel Marie ministered as a retreat director, litur-
gical musician and composer. She was the director of children’s liturgies at St. 
Gabriel the Archangel, St. Louis, for one year and also taught in the Immigrant 
and Refugee Women’s Program in St. Louis.

Sister Rosel Marie authored a number of original compositions including: 
“Go, You Are Sent,” “Firewind,” “Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ,” “The 
Mystic Suite,” “Mystic Messages,” “Mystic Meditations,”a SSND Mass based 
on You Are Sent. She offered retreats based on the spirituality of Hildegard of 
Bingen, Julian of Norwich, Meister Eckhart and others. She was also a Shibashi 
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instructor, teaching this Chinese dance as a prayer.  She was a person who mod-
eled the integration of body, soul and spirit in her reverence for creation and 
all of God’s gifts to us. In 2015, she was inducted into the Notre Dame Hall of 
Fame for Performing and Visual Arts in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  

In mid-October of 2020, she was transferred to Anna House, The Sarah Com-
munity, Bridgeton, Missouri. She passed away peacefully in the evening of 
November 14, 2020. Even with various medical challenges of her life, she faced 
each challenge with unfailing courage, inspiring all who accompanied her on 
her sacred journey.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a private burial service was held at the Sancta 
Maria in Ripa Cemetery on the bright, sunny morning of November 23, 2020. 
Family members and several SSND were in attendance. Sister Rosel Marie is 
survived by her brother Steve (Darlene) Feder of St. Louis, nieces, nephews, 
classmates, friends and sisters in community. She was preceded in death by her 
parents. A memorial Mass will be celebrated at a later date.
Sister Rosel Marie treasured her family, friends, students and colleagues. Joyful 
service was the hallmark of her life. She delighted in her international and inter-
cultural experiences. A woman of deep prayer, she was a mystic living among us 
as she envisioned her music ministry as a path to unity.  

As a music teacher, Sister Rosel Marie conducted numerous musicals and 
concerts. In 1976, she conducted the 23-member Friendship Chorale in a tour 
of cities and villages in various countries in Europe on behalf of Friendship 
Ambassadors. While in Romania, she suffered a near death experience and as 
she recovered in the hospital, she knew the wisdom of “I have come from God 
and I am returning to God. My life is a roundtrip journey.  God is my Source, 
my Fulfillment, my Home.” May God, her source and fulfillment, welcome her 
as she returns to live with her God within her eternal home!
  
 

           
    By Sister Carol Marie Widlt, SSND

       

Sister Rosel Marie Feder


