
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
March 6, 1938

Baptism 
May 22, 1938

Profession 
July 29, 1960

Death 
March 11, 2019

Burial 
Chatawa Cemetery

Sister Rosarine Gonzales

Sister Rosarine Gonzales, 81, died Monday, March 11, 2019, at St. Mary of 
the Pines, Chatawa, Mississippi. She was born in San Antonio, and was the 
middle child of three born to Beatrice Sanders. She was baptized a few weeks 
later at St. Agnes Parish and given the name Elizabeth Ann although her family 
called her Betty. 
 
Betty reflected on a carefree early childhood growing up in San Antonio, “I 
enjoyed sports and was always ready to play baseball and football with the 
neighborhood kids.” Betty and her younger brother, John, were always into 
something and were doing odd jobs, like helping to paint the house. She was 
just as enthusiastic about helping her mother in the kitchen, ever ready to try 
something new. 
 
Betty was three years old when the family moved to St. Gerard Parish in San 
Antonio. When she was four, Betty contracted polio and was paralyzed from 
the waist down. Six months later, after intense therapy, she was able to resume 
nearly normal activities with help from a leg brace. For the rest of her life, she 
walked only with the support of a brace or other mobility assistance.  
 
As she reached school age, Betty attended the St. Gerard Parish school 
taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Sister Rosarine looked back and 
continued, “I was very fond of the sisters, but did not have the desire to be one 
until my freshman year in high school when my best friend left to go to the 
aspiranture. High school activities made me forget this thought for a time.” 
 
Then God called her mother home during her sophomore year. Her aunt and 
uncle welcomed her and her brother, John, into their family. Her mother’s 
death caused her to think seriously about her future vocation as a religious. 
Her grandmother, now her guardian, thought she was just confused by all the 
recent happenings in her life and sent her to California for the summer. As 
Grandmother Sanders expected, Betty enjoyed herself so much that the thought 
of convent life vanished, and she came back to finish high school and graduate 
from St. Gerard in 1957.  
 
When Betty finished high school, she was still attracted to the life of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame. However, she learned that the congregation usually 
did not admit disabled persons as members. Disappointed, she accepted 
the scholarship to a local college. As she completed her first year there, she 
expressed her longing and resignation, “My biggest dream was to be a sister 
and teach. Now I will just have to be only a teacher.” 
 
Upon learning of Betty’s desire, Sister Bernard Ann Hotze, Betty’s seventh 
and eighth grade teacher and mentor, interceded for her with the Provincial 
Superior, Mother Theodosia. Eventually, Betty entered the candidature. She 
received the candidate’s veil in St. Gerard Church some days before she arrived 
in St. Louis on August 28, 1958. 
 
A few weeks after entrance, she was told she might not be able to stay.  
However, members of the Generalate as well as the provincialate, observed her 
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active participation in a volleyball game. This seemed to resolve the matter. 
“The next day Sister Georgianne said it was settled; I could stay.” She made 
her first adjustments to religious life and continued her college courses as a 
candidate. In 1959, she received the habit and the name Mary Rosarine. After a 
year as a novice, she professed her vows as a School Sister of Notre Dame. 
 
Her first mission was teaching elementary school students in Lawrence, 
Nebraska. “The first and second graders I taught were well-behaved and 
simple. I had a rhythm band and they enjoyed playing.” Sister Rosarine was 
then sent to St. Anthony School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where she taught 
elementary school students for eight years. She next taught in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, for one year. 
 
After earning her master’s degree in special education and reading, Sister 
Rosarine became a reading specialist for the San Antonio Public School 
District. After three years, she was appointed principal at Holy Rosary School 
in San Antonio. Always the innovator, she expanded the school’s service by 
creating the Holy Rosary Junior High School. The school collaborated with St. 
Mary’s University, as Sister Rosarine secured the use of the university’s science 
facilities for the upper grades. 
 
Sister Rosarine found her next assignment as principal of St. Francis Xavier 
School in Albuquerque, New Mexico. After three years, Sister Rosarine was 
missioned to St. Patrick Parish in San Antonio as an administrator, focusing 
on adult education. Two years later, she was asked to raise funds for the 
congregation’s home and foreign education missions. During her nine years in 
the Dallas Province Development Office, she became quite adept at obtaining 
grants from government and foundation sources. 
 
Sister Rosarine’s last formal classroom experience was also her longest. For 
thirteen years she enabled and enhanced the basic literacy of adults and 
promoted their acquiring educational equivalency through the Progressive 
Education Program, Inc. (PEPI). An article published in New Iberia’s 
Acadiana Lifestyle magazine entitled, “She Puts the ‘Pep’ in PEPI,” captures 
well Rosarine’s aims and purposes. The article’s author observed, “Whoever 
the students may be they all benefit from Gonzales’ basic philosophies about 
education and about the courage and dignity of all those who wish to better 
themselves through learning. Sister Rosarine’s love for learning and enthusiasm 
are passed to others through this program.” 
 
In 2003, Sister Rosarine came to St. Mary of the Pines in Chatawa, Mississippi, 
to serve in the finance office. She also served as human resources manager 
and then as assistant to the administrator. She retired in 2013 after 50 years 
of service. Though post-polio syndrome difficulties were apparent, she never 
complained. In retirement, she regularly joined the community in prayer, service 
and other activities. 
 
In mid-February, respiratory difficulties required hospitalization. A few days 
after her March 6 birthday, she was brought home. She seemed aware that she 
was among relatives and her community, as she died peacefully in the evening 
of March 11, 2019. May Sister Rosarine bless us from where she wanted to be.  
Just days before her death her words were, “I want to go to Heaven.” 
 
              Taken from Sister Rosarine Gonzales’ autobiography.


