
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
July 30, 1927

Baptism 
August 7, 1927 

 
Profession 

July 29, 1949

Death 
April 6, 2019

Burial 
Notre Dame of Elm Grove 

Cemetery

Sister Mary Agnes Therese Hastreiter

Sister M. Agnes Therese Hastreiter died at Our Lady of the Angels in 
Greenfield, Wisconsin, Saturday, April 6, 2019. She was 91 and a former teacher 
and cosmetologist.

The funeral Mass was held April 10, 2019 at Notre Dame of Elm Grove, Elm 
Grove, Wisconsin. Burial was at the Notre Dame of Elm Grove Cemetery.

Marie Joan Hastreiter was born in Marshfield, Wisconsin, on July 30, 1927, 
the third of Helen (Hornick) and Anton Hastreiter’s seven children. Her father 
built the family’s home across the street from a lumber yard her uncle owned. 
Marie, her siblings and cousins would often climb on the piles of sawdust and 
wood, sometimes sneaking away with pieces of lumber for their own projects. 

Marie recalls that “very early in childhood I felt the desire to become a 
religious.” She was taught from age 6 by the SSND at St. John’s in Marshfield. 
She recalled, “it was with the beginning of my high school days that I first gave 
serious thought to my vocation.” Marie left St. John’s following her sophomore 
year, finishing at Marshfield Senior Public High School in 1945. She worked for 
a time at a small business office in Marshfield, putting her considerable math 
skills to good use. Still, she sensed there was something more God wanted of 
her.

She desired to enter the Poor Clares, but upon further discernment realized that 
her true calling was not to be in the contemplative life. A short time later, while 
visiting the SSND motherhouse in Milwaukee, she had an epiphany. “It was 
here, after all, in our Lady’s order of Notre Dame that I felt God wanted me, 
and soon after I asked to be admitted into the candidature.” She entered the 
congregation of the School Sisters of Notre Dame in late 1946, and professed 
first vows in 1949. 

In 1961, Sister Agnes Therese earned a bachelor’s degree in education from St. 
Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin, later completing a master’s degree in 
reading education from Cardinal Stritch University in Milwaukee.

During her earliest assignments, other sisters observed in her a most inspiring 
teacher — creative in her methods, giving her first graders a firm foundation for 
their futures. “Anyone would have been out of breath after all those years with 
first graders,” said Sister Jane Poehlman. “Yet at each of her parish missions, 
Sister Agnes Therese helped her students love to learn — and learn to love God, 
and each other.” She served for more than three decades as a primary teacher, 
primarily in the dioceses of Green Bay and Milwaukee. Those assignments 
included St. Joseph, Appleton (1947-1948); St. Mary, DePere (1949-1960); St. 
Luke, Gary, Indiana (1960-1963); St. Peter, Beaver Dam (1963-1972); St. John 
Vianney, Brookfield (1972-1975); St. Joseph, Wauwatosa (1975-1980); St. Agnes, 
Butler (1981-1984); and Our Lady of Good Hope, Milwaukee (1986-1988).
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Within the latter assignments, Sister Agnes Therese took time off to care for 
her mother during her illness and death. Her family lauded her organizational 
skills and creativity in distributing her parents’ remaining possessions. Shortly 
thereafter, at age 60, she realized it was time to move on from teaching.

Following several years of service to the congregation around Milwaukee, Sister 
Agnes Therese pursued a new ministry as a hairdresser and cosmetologist. She 
earned certification at the State College of Beauty Culture, then perfected her 
skills at a Milwaukee salon for several years. She went on to serve her fellow 
sisters at Notre Dame of Elm Grove in this capacity throughout the 1990s. It 
was only worsening arthritis and spinal stenosis that kept her from enjoying 
this work for many more years. 

Sister Agnes Therese cherished the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the 
small chapel of the SSND community residence in Milwaukee where she lived 
during the late 1990s and early 2000s. Sister Joanne Poehlman remembered, 
“She was never afraid or lonely, even when she was alone. Jesus was always 
there. Aggie kept busy making meals and baking cookies, which we shared with 
a neighbor. Following her surgery for spinal stenosis, she had many more years 
of walking without pain, and enjoyed driving throughout the Midwest during 
summer vacations, visiting SSND convents and historic sites.”

A fall and leg fracture hastened Sister Agnes Therese’s move to Notre Dame 
of Elm Grove in 2012. The following year, she moved to her final home at Our 
Lady of the Angels in Greenfield, Wisconsin. “The last three years were difficult 
ones,” Sister Joanne Poehlman shared, “but there were always moments of 
connection, understanding and peace. She knew she could be helpful by being 
her gentle, cheerful self.” The program for her Mass of Christian Burial carried 
words from You Are Sent that sum up the fabric of Sister Agnes Therese’s life, 
“In hope and peace we enter into the joy of the Lord.”
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